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MATTHEW 2:1-18 
For centuries, God promised Israel a coming Seed, Son, Patriarch, Prophet, Priest, Lamb, Judge, Counselor, and King.  

Oh, what a day his arrival would be for Israel!  

Additionally, though many did not realize and appreciate this fact, the Messiah’s coming would be a fantastic day for the nations as well! 

The prophet Isaiah wrote of this centuries before his coming, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And 

nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to 

you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the 

Lord.1   

For thousands of years, Israel waited, and waited, and waited. 

Then, around 6 BC or so, strange things started happening.  

Elizabeth and Zechariah had separate interviews with the angel Gabriel. Zechariah disbelieved and was miraculously muted. He then believed and took 

Elizabeth into his arms. After years of hopeless barrenness, this elderly couple miraculously conceived.  

Strange things also happened in the life of a young virgin girl named Mary. She was engaged to be married when God threw a “monkey-wrench” in her 

plans. Gabriel met with her and told her she would conceive, by means of the Holy Spirit, the promised Messiah. Then, it happened just as the angel had 

promised. Mary was impregnated by God.  

Mary then went to visit Elizabeth, and the strangeness continued. As soon as both pregnant mothers were in the same room, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

Elizabeth and Baby John. John leaped in the womb and Elizabeth uttered forth prophetic words of praise. 

Meanwhile, back at Nazareth, strange things happened in the life of Joseph. When he first learned of Mary’s visitation and immaculate conception, he 

disbelieved. However, God sent Gabriel to give Joseph inside information. Upon hearing God’s revelation, Joseph believed and took Mary as his bride. 

Together, they would walk through the weirdness and wait for the Christ-child to be born.   

Unsurprisingly, at Jesus’ birth, strange happenings continued. Angels from the realms of glory met a band of shepherds outside the little town of 

Bethlehem. We can only imagine how odd it was for Mary and Joseph to have new friends appear and begin worshiping their child who was in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a manger. 

Forty days later, the strangeness continued. The holy family made their way to Jerusalem to fulfill their ceremonial responsibilities. There, Jesus would be 

presented and redeemed. There, Mary would be purified. This was all expected, but then entered Simeon followed by Anna. Both elderly saints were 

fallen upon by the Holy Spirit. Both uttered forth prophetic words regarding little Jesus meek and mild. 
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Then, a few months later, the strangeness continued but this time in a land and to a people far away. 

Matthew 2:1–18     Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 

Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the 

land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod 

summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they 

went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 

down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for 

the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been 

tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice 

was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”  

In the biblical text, not so much has been revealed about these fellows, and urban legend has had a grand time with these men.2 They were not three. 

They were not three kings. They were not “three kings from the Orient are.” They probably were not named Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthazar. They may 

have travelled on camels; it could have been horses. And they may or may not have been guided the entire way to Jerusalem by the star.  

However, this is what we do know. They were from somewhere else – “The East,” or “The Rising,” or “The Dawn.”3 4 

These men were not children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They did not have Moses as their father. They were not covenant members of the Israelite 

community; neither were they Godfearers. These fellows were pagan Gentiles. They were religious outsiders, and to most Jews, they were uncircumcised 

dogs.  

These men were magi. That means they were devout practitioners of science, history, philosophy, politics, religion, and the occult. That’s right, they were 

polytheistic synergists who merged the worship of Yahweh with magic. One can read the scriptures and see how much God despised polytheistic 

synergism. He abhorred people who mixed God with belial. And what does this mean? They were devout, religious sinners. In their natural condition, they 

were without light and without hope. 

But they were not without God, because God had chosen to grace these fellows with the light of his revelation.  

God spoke to them through their consciences. They needed to know who created them. They needed to know for what reason they existed. It was 

important to them to know for sure that they were in good relations with the divine One or ones. 
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Additionally, God spoke to them through science – especially through the planets. As they observed the universe, they were consistently amazed by the 

beauty, complexity, vastness, and order of the heavens This made them want to know more about the Lord of earth and heaven. 

Then, there is every reason to believe God spoke to these men through the Hebrew prophets. As the Jews were exiled and spread abroad, so too were 

their holy writings. Consequently, as serious students of history and religion, the magi had information from Balak5 and other prophets. They were 

informed of what God had done through Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Mordecai, Esther, Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Even kings like 

Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, and Xerxes attested to the fact there was something special about the God of Israel. 

And then came “his star.” What exactly this star or light was has been some matter of debate. Some believe the star was a star. Some believe the star 

was a comet. Many believe the star was an astral configuration of heavenly bodies. A few believe the star was an angel or a group of angels.6 John 

MacArthur believes the star was the supernatural light or Shekinah Glory of God seen at creation, upon Mt. Sinai, at the opening of the Temple, at the 

Transfiguration, and in John’s apocalyptic vision.7  Whatever it was, the magi saw it and new it was an anomaly. Whatever it was, only the magi saw it. 

Whatever it was, it seemed to come and go. Whatever it was, somehow, the magi identified this as a sign of the coming of the promised Jewish king. 

Upon seeing this special sign, something grabbed these fellows. Something compelled them. They could not leave it be. They found themselves 

determined to follow the revelation and see where it took them. Therefore, they packed their bags, collected their expens ive gifts, kissed their wives and 

children goodbye, left their lives as usual, and took off on an abnormal pilgrimage to meet and worship the new King of the Jews. 

In the course of time, they made their way into the royal city of Jerusalem, but then they seemed to have lost their way. So, they started asking about, 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?” This is a huge deal. This is their man – their King – their Messiah. Everyone knows about this event, 

right? Surely, someone can help them. 

Well, news of their arrival and intentions made its way to Herod. This was new news to Herod, and they were quickly “invited” to pay him a visit. 

As he learned more, this was bad news to Herod. He was bothered. He was irritated. He was troubled.  

Consequently, this was bad news for the citizens of Jerusalem and the surrounding regions. They too were troubled. Why? Herod was famous for his 

arrogance, narcissism, self-worship, ambition, jealousy, temper, abuse, and power. He would put on any face and ruin anyone to safeguard his interests.8 

Therefore, Herod went to work. He was a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He was an angel of darkness portraying himself as an angel of light. He assembled all 

the chief priests and scribes and sought to discover where the “King of the Jews” was to be born.  

Israel’s teachers knew what the prophets had foretold. God had been very clear; the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem of Judah.  

Herod now knew the sign, the approximate age, and the location of his rival’s birth. He still did not know the specific location and the who. Therefore, he 

urged the magi to depart, search, find, and bring him back information regarding the baby king. And why did he desire this information? Of course, 

because he too wanted to “worship.” 

Sadly, the chief priests and scribes stayed put. Apparently, they were not inclined to risk a journey based upon the information given them by the occultic 

Gentile scum. Surely, they reasoned, if the Messiah was coming to Israel, they would be the first ones invited to his party. 
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With that, the magi left Jerusalem. Perhaps they started in the direction of Bethlehem. However, somewhere along the way, they saw the star again and I 

believe they were redirected north towards the town of Nazareth. According to Luke, this seems to be where the residence of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 

was located.9 

Upon seeing God’s star in the sky again and being favored by his special guidance, the magi were overwhelmed. It is interesting, the word “joy” was not 

sufficient to make Matthew’s point. These seekers “rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”  

Upon making it to the house of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, their joyful worship included passionate reverence. They entered the house, saw God in human 

flesh, and responded by hitting the ground. No such adoration was shown to King Herod.  

Then, their passionate worship was expressed through their giving. As much fun as it is for parents to see their children open presents on Christmas 

morning, or as much fun as it is for the love-struck fellow to watch his girl open the box containing the engagement ring, so enjoyable was it for them to 

open and present their treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.10 11 

But notice, their worship did not stop in the house of God. Please, allow me to say that again, “Their worship did not stop in the house of God.” Their 

worship continued through their obedience. Herod could deceive men, but he could not deceive God who reads the hearts and minds of all.12 Therefore, 

when it was time to leave, God’s worshipers received more divine revelation from their Heavenly Counselor. The magi were commanded to avoid Herod 

and Jerusalem on their way home. Then, in similar manner, Joseph and Mary were instructed by an angel and told of Herod’s ambition to search for the 

child to destroy him. They too were to pack up and head to Egypt, and there they were to dwell until further notice. And both parties – the magi and the 

holy family – worshiped well. They showed their faith, love, allegiance, and worship by doing the odd, doing the uncomfortable, disobeying the tyrannical 

ruler, and obeying the fantastic instruction of their Heavenly Father.  

By the way, none of this was an adjustment to God’s plan. For centuries, God had planned to send the holy family into and out of Egypt. 

Herod, realizing he had been duped by the magi, was incensed with rage. Therefore, he took what he had learned about the sex, age, and location of the 

Messiah and sent his executioners towards Bethlehem to kill the rival king. With total disregard for God and his fellow man, Herod’s henchmen 

assassinated all the male children under the age of two.  

And this too was foretold. 

 

1 Isaiah 60:1-6 
2 Misconceptions about the magi 

Scripture does not tell us they were from the Orient 

Scripture does not tell us there were three wise men. 

Scripture does not tell us they were named Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthazar.  

Scripture does not tell us they were kings. 

Scripture does not tell us they traveled on camels. 

Scripture does not tell us they traveled alone. Most likely they had men who served and protected them on their journey. 

Scripture does not tell us they were incessantly guided by the star from their homeland to the city of Jerusalem 

Scripture does not tell us they finally made it to Bethlehem 
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Scripture does not tell us the symbolic meaning, if any, the three sorts of gifts had. 
3 Possible locations 

A.  The Orient 

B.  The Middle East – Persians 

Herodotus says that the Magi were priests of the race of Medes and, so, it is likely that these men were Babylonian astrologer-priests 
of great wealth, privilege and standing. 

C.  Northern Arabia - Nabateans 
4 Much reading was done in the book written by Dwight Longenecker, “The Mystery of the Magi.” 
5 Numbers 25 
6 Job 38:7; Revelation 1:20 
7 John MacArthur's Sermon 
8 Herod’s reputation – He was willing to break laws or make laws to extend his term and preserve his interests. He had already murdered aunts, uncles, brothers, one wife, one mother-
in-law, and many of his own sons. 

9 Luke 2:39     And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  
10 We do not know that their gifts had symbolic meaning. For example: (1517 Blog from John Bombaro) 

Gold was the bespeak of royalty – only the King bore a scepter of gold; vassal kings gave greater kings gold and did homage in gifts of gold. 
Here they declare on behalf of the Gentile world that Jesus is King — not only of the Jews but also the Gentiles. Because he is King, they 
worship. 

Frankincense simply means “pure incense,” unalloyed incense, was of the highest, finest quality. The use of incense was reserved almost 
exclusively in the ancient world for ceremonial worship. It represents then as it does now prayers, petitions, supplications,  thanksgiving and 
adoration rising to heaven before the throne of God. This gift worships the deity of Christ. Because he is God they worship. 

Myrrh is an extraordinary perfume; it was the possession of nobility, exceedingly expensive and bespoke of Christ’s humanity.  Like the ointment 
lavished upon the feet and head of Jesus by Mary Magdalene, myrrh was used to prepare bodies for burial. Myrrh is the symbol of what it 
means to be human in the fallen world; it is a symbol of not mortality itself but of mortality being sweetened by hope, but something far more 
pleasant — by life itself. They worship the God-Man, as the only hope to save us from judgment and death. They worship Jesus because he is 
the last Adam, the last hope of the world. 

11 In 1 Kings 10, “the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon … Every one of them brought his present, articles of silver and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so 
much year by year” (1 King 10:24-25). Perhaps this is what Jesus meant when he said in Matthew 12:42, “Behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” 
12 Psalm 139:4; Hebrews 4:13 

https://www.gty.org/library/bibleqnas-library/QA0251/how-did-the-magi-know-about-jesus
https://www.1517.org/articles/they-brought-gifts-and-so-do-we
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