
INTRODUCTION TO JOB 
This was posted on the Unfathomable Grace website on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 

AUTHOR, DATE, AND GENRE 
The author is unknown.  

Some present Job as the author. 

Some present Moses as the author. This is due to the Mosaic terms and some Jewish tradition. 

Some present Solomon as the author. This is due to its poetry and prose, and its place in the Wisdom Literature. 

Some present multiple authors. They see the prologue and the epilogue as later additions. 

Older scholarship sees Job as one of the most ancient of the biblical texts. (Pre-exilic) 

Newer scholarship sees Job as written sometime after the exile of Judah. (Post-exilic) 

MAIN CHARACTER 
He lives approximately 140 years. 

He lives in the era of the Sabeans and Chaldeans. 

He is a wealthy individual. 

He is a prophet figure who receives direct revelation from God. 

He is a priestly figure who leads his family in worship. 

He is a patriarchal figure. 

THEME 
1. God is sovereign in suffering. The omniscient and omnipotent God is sovereign over Satan, sinners, storms, and 
sickness. 

2. God is purposeful in suffering. The omniscient and omnipotent God always has a reason for the suffering he oversees. 
Suffering is never wasted. It always serves his purposes. 

3. God is mysterious in suffering. The omniscient and omnipotent God rarely presents the purpose and outcome of his 
plan. Consequently, the sufferer and counselor do not have all the facts and should be careful in declaring their "wise" 
conclusions and remedies. 



4. God is to be faithfully worshiped by the sufferer. The faithful response to suffering is to believe, love, submit, and 
praise God regardless of one's circumstances or conditions. 

5. God is gracious to the unfaithful sufferer. When God's providential pain is responded to improperly by the Lord's 
saints, God always remains faithful to love, sympathize, pray, support, strengthen, encourage, and ultimately restore -- 
sometimes in this life, always in the next. 

OUTLINE 
I.  Prologue (Job 1-2) 

II.  Dialogue of Job and Friends (Job 3-28) 

III.  Monologue of Job (Job 29:31) 

IV.  Monologue of Elihu (Job 31-37) 

V.  Dialogue between Job and God (Job 38-42a) 

VI.  Epilogue (Job 42b) 
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