
 

 

GENESIS 15:1-21 
 

Five stages to Abraham’s story, each marked by a divine conversation: 
Abraham’s Covenant Initiated (12:1-8) 

Abraham’s Covenant Clarified (13:14-17) 
Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Further (15:1-21) 

Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Still Even Further (17:1-27) 
Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Even Further than the Last Time  (22:1-18) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED ABOUT ABRAM AND THE COVENANT: 

God gracefully initiates the covenant relationship. 

God exclusively commands and calls all in the covenant relationship.  (Leave, Go, Trust) 

God spectacularly blesses those in the covenant.  (Land, Seed, Blessing) 

Man responds to such blessing with faithlessness.  (Abram in Egypt with Sarah) 

Man responds with repentance when he is truly in the covenant.  (Abram at Bethel) 

Man responds with continued, growing faith.  (Abram’s separation with Lot) 

EVEN GOD’S GREATEST SAINTS STRUGGLE WITH FAITHFULNESS AND FAITHLESSNESS.   

Job stated, “Have I sinned?  What have I done to You, O watcher of men?  Why have You set me as Your target?”  

Moses said, “Why will you destroy Israel after bringing them out of Egypt?” 

David wrote, “How long Oh Lord will you hide your face from me?” 

Jesus yelled, “My God, My God, Why have You forsaken me?” 

 



 

 

 

 

EVERYONE HAS MOMENTS OR SEASONS OF DOUBT, ANXIETY, AND QUESTIONING 

Why would God allow my relatives to die on 9/11? 

Why has God not yet saved by child or loved one? 

Why has God not allowed my friend to see his need of Christ? 

Why can’t I kick this habit when I have tried every possible spiritual tactic? 

Why do the wicked seem to prosper and gleefully glide through life? 

Why has God allowed my child to be born with this birth defect? 

Why the abuse when I was a child?  When will I ever get over it? 

Why did God take away my source and means of income? 

Why do you heal my friend so-and-so, but I continue to hurt, ache and suffer? 

Why can’t my marriage resemble Christ and the church when I strive so hard towards this end? 

When will the Lord give us a better home which we can use for Him? 

Why did God wish to take away so much of my funds in the market when that is how I live? 

Where is that godly spouse for which I have been searching for so long? 

Why do I pray, study, call out and meditate and God still seems so far away? 

BUT TO THOSE THAT ARE IN THE COVENANT, GOD COMES WITH ENCOURAGEMENT  

I am your shield in times of danger. 

I am your reward in times of poverty. 

I am your guarantee of performance in times of doubt. 



 

 

I am your righteousness in a world of sin. 

 

 

 

TEXT 
Genesis 15:1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, 
your very great reward." 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the 
one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a 
servant in my household will be my heir." 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, 
but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and 
count the stars-- if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram believed the 
LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur 
of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it." 8 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I 
know that I will gain possession of it?" 9 So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three 
years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon." 10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged 
the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and 
dreadful darkness came over him. 13 Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14 But I will punish 
the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to 
your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back 
here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure." 17 When the sun had set and darkness had 
fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the LORD 
made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 
the Euphrates-- 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, 
Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites." 



 

 

  



 

 

I.  MAN RESPONDS WITH FEAR AND DOUBT 

ABRAM’S FAITH 

Abram has left his home land. 

Abram has left his family. 

Abram has traveled wherever the Lord led, living in tents. 

Abram has been willing to trust God with the obtaining of the land, giving Lot first choice. 

Abram has trusted God’s protection as he successfully rescued Lot and his family. 

Abram has trusted God to bless him, refusing to be blessed by the King of Sodom. 

ABRAM’S FEAR, DOUBT AND UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 

ABRAM IS STRUGGLING WITH THE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD BE A BLESSING. 

What does “after this” in 15:1 mean?  Why did God say, “Do not fear?” 

Things have not worked out exactly as He had thought. 

Have you ever suddenly stopped for a moment, only to ask yourself, “Oh No!  What have I got my self into?”   

This is Abram’s thought at this point. 

Lot had separated himself from Abram and moved his family towards Sodom.  Four Mesopotamian kings had come to 
war against Sodom and Lot and his family got caught in the mix.  He, his family and all their possessions were 
confiscated and carted off.  When Abram heard about his nephew’s misfortune, he quickly gathered 318 of his choicest 
servants and went to find Lot.  God blessed Abram and gave him the victory.  Abram returned with Lot, his wife, all their 
servants and possessions. 

At this point, Abram must have felt he was in great danger. Abram must have been fearful for his life after defeating the 
four Mesopotamian kings. 

I am to be a blessing to the nations, right now I am viewed as a threat to the nations. 



 

 

 

 

ABRAM IS STRUGGLING WITH THE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD HAVE SEED. 

2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my 
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will 
be my heir."  

You have promised me numerous descendents. 

I don’t even have one. 

My wife is old.  I am even older. 

Hebrew states, “I go childless”.  This is the way in which I will die. 

At this rate, I am going to have to pass my inheritance along to a servant.  Not even a relative, but one acquired or 
bought.  At this point, my heir is a servant.   

(Geneva Study Note)  There was the practice of a childless couple adopting a slave as heir is attested in the Nuzi texts  
(1500 BC)  a collection of over 4000 clay tablets found near Kirkuk in modern Iraq. 

Abram, the man of faith, is also the man of fear, doubt and many, many questions. 

ABRAM IS STRUGGLING WITH THE PROMISE THAT HE WOULD OBTAIN THE LAND. 

8 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?"  

He still does not hold any large portion of Canaan. 

Abram fears for his land-possession or inheritance 

This “great land” you have given has just encountered a most severe famine. 

I do not have the greener, fairer portion of Palestine.  I have given that to my nephew Lot. 

The land is filled with well-entrenched inhabitants. 

It has been years since You made the promise.  How can I know that it will indeed come to pass? 



 

 

Abram, the man of faith, is also the man of fear, doubt and many, many questions. 

  



 

 

II.  GOD RESPONDS WITH ENCOURAGEMENT 
To those without God, there is no good news.   

To those with God, God comes in your point of need with a message of hope and encouragement. 

A.  I AM YOUR SHIELD 

Have no fear of those who can harm you, for I am your shield. 

I am the one who deflects all blows laid against you. 

I am your protection. 

The God who created all. 

The God who sees all. 

The God who knows all. 

The God who controls all. 

The God who is mightier than all. 

Nothing can happen to you outside of my watchful care. 

What is the other option? 

There is no God and you are a victim of chance.   No Hope! 

There is a God who cannot control all and he is doing the best he can.   No Hope! 

Just like Job, Satan may wish to harm you, but He must come through me first. 

So the Christian can be sure that if they are being hurt and attacked, it is God’s will for this to happen.  

No harm can befall you except what I deem is good and beneficial to you. 

There is no need for us to fear enemies … Satan … or temptation. 

  



 

 

B.  I AM YOUR REWARD 

You may hurt for a time, but your reward is coming. 

And I am that great, exceedingly great reward. 

Have no fear.  You have Me.  If you have Me, then you have all you need. 

What kind of reward is God?  Do you value this type of reward? 

Do we desire what God can give or do we desire God? 

Do we study God’s Word for what we can know and express, or because we wish to know God? 

Let’s say we have to give up pleasure to get God … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to give up safety to get God … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to give up our dream of getting married and having a family … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to give up even more wealth (for we are already wealthy) … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to give up working on His day … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to obey His word to have Him … is He worth it? 

Let’s say we have to love our spouse in order to get this reward … will we pursue Him? 

Let’s say we have to discipline our senses to abstain from temptation … do we value Him? 

God is saying, you get me … you get it all. 

He is the God who can give eternal life. 

He is the God who gives forgiveness. 

He is the God who gives meaning and purpose. 

He is the God who can give riches. 

He is the God who can give the ability to enjoy this life. 

He is the God who gives peace and harmony. 



 

 

God is also saying, you get it all, without me, you lose it all. 

He is the two-handed God … you can’t hold on to him with one while grasping for something else. 

Comment on the “No Fear” verses “Know Fear” T-shirts: The fear of God replaces or dwarfs the fear that we have of 
these opponents.   

C.  I AM YOUR GUARANTEE OF PERFORMANCE 

God does not stop with simply the verbal reassurance of Abram. 

God does not simply encourage Abram by having him look at the stars. 

Now God causes Abram to enter into some sort of deep, visionary trance. 

Here is God’s message to Abram: 

1)  THERE WILL BE PAIN AND MISERY TO COME. 

God reveals that Abram’s descendants will endure much pain and agony. 

They will be in bondage in a land that is not their own. 

They will endure this for some time. 

2)  EVERY PROMISE I HAVE MADE WILL BE REALIZED. 

You will have a son. 

You will have descendants. 

You will be a blessing. 

3)  I WILL MAKE SURE OF IT. 

God reveals that a great light will then come out of the darkness. 

A furnace of smoke and a lamp of fire passed between the pieces.  A flaming torch and smoking furnace appear.  I 
believe that this represents God, the pillar of smoke by day and fire by night that comes to lead Israel out of Egypt. 

God is the one promising action. 



 

 

Remember the “I will’s” of chapter 12.  (7 of them) 

This is a one-sided covenant.   

Like marriage … not a “if you will then I will.”    But an “I will.” 

God is the one who obliges Himself. 

It is not up to you, but it is up to Me. 

 

4)  MAY I BE DESTROYED IF THIS DOES NOT COME TO PASS. 

God reassures or encourages Abram through an ancient covenant ritual. 

God, in order to speak in Abram’s language, uses a custom of that day. 

Covenants were not signed in those days, they were cut.  From ancient literature in the cuneiform texts, one can find the 
phrase “the cutting of a covenant.”  Historians have found this phrase in Hebrew, Aramaic and Phoenician writings 
dating as far back as 1700 BC.   

Oaths were made in the midst of the slain animals.  Animals were slaughtered or beheaded in the making of a covenant 
to symbolize the severity of the punishment that would occur if one of the parties violated their oath.   

I am making the most solemn oath possible to you. 

God swears upon his own destruction.  God is saying, “I keep my word, and if I fail to keep my word, may I be dissected 
and killed as these animals have been.” 

I am God and I never lie. 

As impossible as it is for God to be destroyed like these animals, so much is it impossible for him to lie. 

Hebrews 6:13-17 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he 
swore by himself, 14 saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." 15 And so after waiting 
patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 16 Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath 
confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument. 17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his 
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 

D.  I AM YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 



 

 

Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

Abram is declared righteous by this covenant keeping God. 

DISPENSATIONALIST VIEW 

Dispensationalists would say that Abram was declared righteous due to his faith in God’s ability to give him land, seed 
and blessing. 

I guess from a quick and surface reading this might be the logical conclusion that you come to. 

But notice that Abram is still not the great man of faith … the questions keep coming. 

And you will see that once again his faith disappears as he seeks to have a child through Harar and not Sarah. 

 

COVENANTAL VIEW 

What did Abram receive? 

Righteousness - an enduring right relationship with God. 

How did he receive this righteousness? 

It was credited to him. 

Hashab (Hebrew for “credited”) is a technical term for an accounting practice. 

The idea of one taking funds from one account and placing them in another … while taking debts from one account 
and placing them in another ledger. 

An alien righteousness was given to Abram, not something earned or deserved because of his faith. 

What was the object of Abram’s faith? 

You can’t underestimate the amount of spiritual discernment and teaching that Abram possessed.   

15:4   Son 

15:5  Descendants 



 

 

15:6  Christ 

Abram was waiting not simply for a vast lineage, but for a particular descendent. 

He talked with God. 

He had just spoken with Melchizedek, the priest of God. 

He is the “father of the faith” so don’t you think God would have clued him in a bit? 

2 Timothy 3:15  … from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures (OT), which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 3:8 clearly says that God preached the “Gospel” to Abram in advance. 

Galatians 3:16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," 
meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. 

Abram understood substitutionary atonement and this we will see later when he appeals for the safety of Sodom. 

Abram was declared righteous due to his faith in Christ … the promised seed. 

III.  MAN RESPONDS WITH GREATER FAITH 
Faith saves, not works. 

Abram, the great man of works, was declared righteous by faith in Christ, the greater man of works. 

Romans 3:28-4:7 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 29 Is God the God of 
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at 
all! Rather, we uphold the law.  1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, 
in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-- but not before God. 3 What does the 
Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 4 Now when a man works, his 
wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God 
who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the 
blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are they whose 
transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Faith is hearing what God promises, believing in what God promises, and acting according to those promises. 
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