
 

 

ABRAHAM’S COVENANT CLARIFIED  
Abraham’s Covenant Initiated (12:1-8) 

Abraham’s Covenant Clarified (13:14-17) 
Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Further (15:1-21) 

Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Still Even Further (17:1-27) 
Abraham’s Covenant Clarified Even Further than the Last Time  (22:1-18) 

INTRODUCTION 
What would make someone leave an incredibly lucrative business career to work in the ministry? 

Why would a missionary labor for 25 years on the field only to see five or six people come to Christ? 

What would make a man who has retired after 35 years in the workplace, give up daily golf, monthly vacations and work 
40 hours a week for an additional 2-3 years as a church administrator? 

Why would a man give up a potential medal in the Olympics simply not to race on the Lord’s Day? 

Why would an intelligent, trained, and talented mom forgo a nice salary, additional benefits, and a fulfilling job to stay at 
home and mother her children? 

Why would a professor work at a Christian institution for half the salary that he could pull in at a secular place of higher 
learning? 

Why would someone make the commitment to get up at 5:30 on Wednesday mornings for Bible study? 

What would make a wife submit to a less than qualified leader as a husband? 

Why would someone bypass a huge promotion because it would require longer working hours and therefore more time 
away from home? 

Why would a young, unmarried man or woman not date that incredibly attractive member of the opposite sex who “has it 
all together” but does not have Christ? 

Why would someone abstain from sexual relations until marriage? 

Why would someone make an incredible sacrifice for a spiritual reason? 

They know the covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises. 

  



 

 

CONTEXT 
Last week we saw God draw Abram into the covenant relationship. 

GOD CALLED  (12:1)      

We saw that God was the Divine “mover and shaker” of the covenant. 

It was His covenant, and He issued it to whomever He desires. 

It is very true that “we love Him because He first loved us.” 

GOD COMMANDED (12:1-3)    

We saw the Deity give exclusive commands to those within His covenant. 

He commanded Abram to leave what was formerly comfortable, and go to wherever the Lord would lead him. 

Total commitment is what God demands of those within His covenant. 

GOD COMMITS HIMSELF  (12:1-3, 7)   

We saw six “I wills” flowing from the mouth of God. 

These six promises can be combined or grouped under three headings: Land, Seed, and Blessing. 

ABRAM RESPONDS 

The New Testament clearly tells us that Abraham had faith in God.  He believed the word and the provision of the Lord. 

Romans 4:3    What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

Galatians 3:6    Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

James 2:23    And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 

Then we saw that Abraham obeyed God by leaving and going. 

And finally we saw that Abram, the man of faith and action, he was also the man of worship. 



 

 

But sadly, this is not the end of Abram’s response.  For we also quickly reminded ourselves of Abram’s unfaithfulness.  
He failed in his love for God. 

THIS WEEK WE WILL SEE THAT ABRAM IS A BIT MORE STABLE WITHIN THE COVENANT 

RELATIONSHIP. 

Abram has an opportunity to disobey the covenant, but he chooses to pass on the short-term benefits in order to obtain 
the long-term blessing. 

Abram knows the Covenant God and he is trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises. 

Abram has grown up a bit.  Abram is more mature in his faith.  And he is proving it by his actions. 

Last week I asked you the question, “Have you entered into the covenant relationship with God?”  

This week I ask you, “Are you trusting God to fulfill His promises, or are you now ready to take matters into your own 
hand?” 

Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises. 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Genesis 13:1-18     So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went 
with him. 2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 3 From the Negev he went from place 
to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4 and where he 
had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD. 5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, 
also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their 
possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. 7 And quarreling arose between Abram's 
herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. 8 So 
Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we 
are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go 
to the right, I'll go to the left." 10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted 
company: 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents 
near Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD. 14 The LORD said 
to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and 
west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust 



 

 

of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the 
length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you." 18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great 
trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD. 

  



 

 

EXPOSITIONAL OVERVIEW 
Abram travels from Egypt to the Nebeb. (13:1) 

Abram was rich. (13:2) 

Abram travels from the Negeb to Bethel; he had previously camped and worshiped there. (13:3-4; 12:8) 

Abram worshiped the LORD; repentance? (13:4) 

Abram had benefited Lot as God promised; Lot had amassed his own flocks, herds and tents. (13:5; 12:2-3) 

Abram and Lot could not occupy the same land. (13:6-7) 

These men knew the land could not support them. (13:6) 

These men knew their herdsmen were quarrelling. (13:7) 

These men knew they needed to be united lest the Canaanites and Perizzites, who lived in the land, overrun them. 
(13:7) 

Abram leads the way in coming up with a solution. (13:9-11) 

Strife was not acceptable between herdsmen. (13:8) 

Strife was not acceptable between relatives. (13:8) 

Select and separate. (13:9) 

Lot selected the Jordan Valley; east; in the direction of Zoar; near Sodom and Gomorrah. (13:10) 

Well-watered. (13:10) 

Like the Garden of Eden. (13:10) 

Like Egypt. (13:10) 

For a time, for the LORD would soon destroy Sodom and Gomorrah; it would look like an ash heap. (13:10) 

Canaan became the dwelling place of Abram. (13:11-12) 

Sodom became the dwelling place of Lot. (13:12-13) 

Lot looked in this direction. 



 

 

Lot went in this direction. 

Lot entered the cities of the Valley. (13:12) 

Lot pitched his tent in Sodom; the place of wicked, great sinners. (13:13; 14:12) 

The LORD showed the initiative; he came and spoke to Abram at Haran. (13:14) 

Abram was to look in all four directions. (13:14) 

Abram was to understand that God would give this to Abram and his offspring forever. (13:15) 

Abram was to understand that God would make his decedents as numerable as the dust of the earth, uncountable. 
(13:16) 

Abram was to journey through the land the Lord would give to him. (13:17) 

Who is the offspring? 

Who are the innumerable descendents? 

Where is the land? 

Bethel became the place where Abram dwelt. (13:18) 

Bethel became the place where Abram worshiped. (13:18) 

 



 

 

I.  ABRAM RETURNED 
1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him.  

Abram returned to the Promised Land. 

Abram was previously in Egypt due to a harsh famine that hit the land of Canaan.  (12:10) 

HE RETURNED HUMILIATED 

Undoubtedly Abram looked at himself with such disgust.   

It was bad enough that he left the Promised Land of God to go to Egypt.  God had called him there, and there is no 
evidence that God had called him from Canaan.  God had not brought Abram to Canaan to starve.  God was calling 
Abram to live by faith, and Abram was struggling in this regard. 

He was humiliated because he left, he was also humiliated because of his lie.  Abram convinced his wife to lie to 
Pharaoh.  Abram so valued his own existence that he would allow his wife to become a harem-girl so that he could be 
fed.  Can you imagine the disgrace he felt?  Can you imagine how his wife must have looked at him with inner bitterness?  
I wonder how long it took for her to totally trust him again? 

And then to compound the humiliation, Abram had to be preached to by a pagan.  It was Pharaoh himself who asked  
Abram, “Why do you lie?”  “Why did you tell me she was your sister?”  “What’s wrong with you?”  “Aren’t Yahweh 
worshipers supposed to be different?”  “You’re no different than anybody else.”   Ouch! 

It hurts when we sin before God.  It smacks a bit harder when our family and friends see us fall.  And then to have the 
unbelieving community mock us and our religion because of our sin – that is humiliation. 

HE RETURNED WITH WEALTH 

Do you understand mercy and grace?  Mercy is not getting the punishment or retribution that we deserve.  Grace is the 
obtaining of blessings that we do not deserve.  Mercy is not getting something “bad.”  Grace is getting “good” that we 
don’t deserve.  In verse 2, Abram is an incredible example of a child of God receiving grace.  

2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.  

In spite of Abram’s sin and lack of faith, God abundantly blessed Abram.  Abram’s disbelief was not grounds for the 
Almighty, Unchanging, Always-Promise-Keeping God to go back on his word.  God had promised to bless Abram and 
that is exactly what God did. 



 

 

Abram was “very rich.”  The Hebrew word is pronounced Kahbedd.  It is very similar to the Hebrew word Kahbvode, 
which means heavy or weighty.  This is what we translate the glory of God.  God is heavy or weighty.  His name is not to 
be thrown around.  And so Abram was very “weighty” with wealth. 

God had given Abram livestock, servants, silver and gold.  (13:2, 14-16) 

I think there are four quick applications that we can grab here. 

Wealth is not anti-Christian.  The God who grants salvation and gives mercy also grants riches to some.   

Secondly, God’s means of granting wealth is oft times odd.  God many times takes from the wicked to give to the 
righteous.  You see this here with Pharaoh, you will see it again when the Israelites leave Eqypt in the Exodus.  You 
see it when Jacob leaves the idolatrous Laban, and you will see it many times when the Israelites march through the 
Promised Land in the conquest.  And who would have thought that famine was the means to God’s blessing.  We 
can’t doubt God’s goodness simply by our current environment.  God often has bizarre ways of blessing those whom 
He chooses to bless in this regard. 

Thirdly, God gives wealth for other purposes than simply to increase the Christians standard of living.  I do think there 
is an interesting connection here between the man of great wealth, and yet the man who lived in tents.  Even when 
God gives the Christian great wealth, his primary objective should not to make his life a fertile country-club.  He is a 
man with great power to do good who doesn’t find his meaning in this material, temporal life.  Nothing is permanent.  
Everything is to be used for God.  To whom much has been given, much shall be required.  Christian, use your wealth 
to expand Christ’s kingdom. 



 

 

HE RETURNED, REPENTED AND WORSHIPED 

3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent 
had been earlier 4 and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD.  

Scripture does not portray Abram as in any way calling on the name of the Lord in Egypt.  The only actions that we see of 
Abram are natural, unspiritual contemplations of how to provide and protect self.  We saw Abram relying on his own 
great intuitive problem-solving skills.  We saw  where this led Abram and Sarai – he lost his testimony and almost lost his 
wife. 

Abram, humiliated yet wealthy, journeyed back to Canaan.  You see him in a sense wandering restlessly as he makes his 
way back.  Scripture states that he went from place to place.  But finally he made it to Bethel, the place where he first 
built an altar to the Lord. (12:8)    

What do we see happening here at Bethel?  I’ll tell you, we see a revival taking place.  If there was an invitation, Abram 
was coming.  If there was an aisle, he was running down it.  We know there was an altar, and Abram was kneeling there 
in humble repentance and worship.  Abram had a serious recommitment ceremony between himself and Yahweh.   

I can almost sense the order of worship.  He starts with humble contrition.  After the proper amount of time spent here, 
Abram begins to remember the unmerited blessings of God.  He looks at his wife, his servants, his flock, the money bags 
and he can’t imagine a God who would love him so much and in such lavish fashion.  Pretty soon the tears of remorse 
and guilt give way to smiles of gratitude.  And then the praise and worship team began to worship.  I am speaking of 
Abram and Sarai.  Finally, can’t you imagine Abram rapping it up by earnestly praying to God for wisdom not to repeat 
his mistakes again?  Abram had wandered through the valley of the shadow of death, and now God had brought him 
back to Bethel which means, “house of God.”  (12:8  Hai means house of death) 

Have you been to the “house of God” lately?  There is a real sense in which our Sunday worship services are to be 
covenant-recommitment ceremonies.  We are remembering what God has commanded and promised us, and we are 
recommitting to respond in faith, obedience, and with worship. 

On a side note, it should also be of interest to you that in Genesis 35:1, Jacob encounters God right here at Bethel.  And 
that is our prayer, that our children might meet our God at our place of covenant worship. 

In speaking with a friend last week, we talked about how the Devil tempts you with sin saying, “Come on, its just a little 
sin, it won’t really matter.”  But when you partake of that sin, the Devil then changes his tune saying, “See you’re a 
hypocrite, a liar, and not even a Christian.  That was too big and too heinous for God to forgive.  You have turned your 
back on Him and now He is lost forever.”   

But that is not what Scripture shows or clearly teaches.  Listen to the clear words 1 John 1:8-10, “If we claim to be without 
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 



 

 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
has no place in our lives.” 

John 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 

2 Chronicles 15:2 … If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.  

Isn’t it great that God allows His children to return!  Isn’t it great that God causes His children to return.  God does not 
disown those in His covenant who fail.  It is true that, “God chastens those He loves”, and “All things work together for 
good, to them that love God and are called according to His purpose.” 

The God who brings Abram back to Bethel is the same God who brings the prodigal son back to the fattened calf, and 
the same God who will heal and restore your broken soul.  Oh friend, come to Jesus this morning. 



 

 

II.  ABRAM TRUSTED 
In verse five, the problems for Abram and Lot begin to be explained. 

5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 But the land could not support 
them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.  

Here we see another promise by God that had come true for Abram.  He had been blessed, and he had been a blessing.  
Lot, who was the companion and ally of Abram had also become wealthy. 

7 And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also 
living in the land at that time.  

God’s blessings had become so numerous that it actually began causing problems. 

There are three problems listed here in the text: 

1.  Not enough grazing land.  There appears to have been a shortage of grazing land in this area.  In addition, as new 
nomads to this region, it is doubtful that Abram and Lot had secured the best and most fertile portions.  These “better 
lands” were probably held by the Canaanites who already inhabited the land.   

2.  Quarreling and fighting herdsmen. 

3.  Hostile and aggressive neighbors.  There were hostile Canaanites and Perizzites living in the land at that time who 
could have used the quarrel as a means to divide and conquer. 

This is a sad commentary.  They had endured much together.  Up to this point, they had been inseparable.  They stuck 
with one another when God called Abram to leave and go to an unknown land.  They enjoyed good times and famines 
together.  Nothing could separate them, except for material possessions.  Matthew Henry writes, “Poverty and travail, 
want and wanderings, could not separate between Abram and Lot; but riches did.” 

Many the family has been ripped apart due to financial squabbles.  Numerous loved ones no longer communicate after 
the division and execution of the will.  The love of money is the root of all kinds of sin. 

Money is a blessing, but it is also a great means of temptation.  Be very careful! 

Abram comes to the table with a solution. 

8 So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we 
are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company…  

Abram plays the part of the man here.  He is the one who sees the problem and steps up to deal with it.  He is a model to 



 

 

us of one who seeks peace. 



 

 

ABRAM’S THOUGHT PROCESS 

9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go 
to the left." 

This is where we see that Abram has grown-up a bit in his faith. 

HE IS SELFLESS. 

The same man who organize the whole fiasco in Egypt in order to save his skin at the expense of his wife’s, he is now 
allowing himself to be harmed for his nephew Lot. 

Abram also could have outlined the portion of land that he would have given to Lot, but instead, he leaves the decision 
up to Lot. 

He could have commanded his nephew to depart, but he does not do so.   

He was the elder and the grand patriarch in a patriarchal system.   

He was the one to whom the land was promised.    

He was the one who met and talked with God. 

HE IS SPIRITUAL. 

As opposed to temporal. 

It is hard for a rich man to be saved. 

It is hard to “hold on loosely” to the things of this world. 

HE IS SUBMISSIVE. 

Tired of trusting self, Abram is now ready to trust God.  Abram is showing great faith in God at this point.   

The God who promised to show him the land, and the God who promised to give him the land, must be the God who 
plants him in this land.  Abram is showing great faith in the sovereignty of God. 

One can have this kind of faith when one is convinced that God loves, cares and will provide exactly what is necessary.   

Instead of the frantic grasping for power, control, and material things, this man is a rock who is unshakeable.  This is the 
great example of one allowing God to fight his battles for him. 



 

 

Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises. 



 

 

LOT’S THOUGHT PROCESS 

HE IS NORMAL. 

Lot thinks just like anyone else does.  Lot makes decisions according to the criteria of the normal man.  There is nothing 
peculiar about the decision making of Lot … and that is the problem.  

10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land 
of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the 
whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company:  

It appears that there was no comparison between Canaan and the plain of Jordan.  We know from Genesis 12:10 that 
there was a famine that ravaged Canaan, and Scripture describes the whole plain of Jordan as “well watered, like the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Eqypt” where Abram acquired food and healthy livestock.  The plain of Jordan looked 
far superior. 

Lot made his decision to live by sight.  He heads for what looks most easy and advantageous for himself. 

The problem was that Lot choose what was apparently the best option. 

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 13 
Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.  

In leaving, Lot is distancing himself from the blessings of God in and through Abram.  Lot should have begged to stay.  
Lot should have pleaded for a portion of Canaan.  There should have been a real feeling of reluctance on the part of Lot 
to leave. 

So while Abram stayed put in the Promised Land, Lot moved to the region of Sodom.  Then Lot pitched his tents near 
Sodom.  Finally, Lot ends up in Sodom.  As Lot gets closer and closer to Sodom, he is moving further and further from 
the covenant protection of the house of Abram. 

Notice the description of Moses here, “now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.”  
Are not all men wicked and great sinners?  Was not Lot, Abram and Sarai sinners in the sight of God?  Absolutely, but 
some are greater than others. 

Lot is flirting with corruption in order to pursue the excellencies of this life. 

Lot choose what seemed most materially profitable, regardless of the company in which he must keep. 

Once again, listen to Henry, “Those who in choosing relations, callings, dwellings, or settlements are guided and 
governed by the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the pride of life, and consult not the interests of their souls and 



 

 

their religion, cannot expect God’s presence with them, nor his blessing upon them.” 

Lot did what was natural and normal.  He did what any other person would have done … and that was the problem.  

How about you?  Do you think differently?  (Work, Schooling, Entertainment, Time Schedules, Friends) 



 

 

III.  ABRAM WAS ENCOURAGED 
Abram undoubtedly was heavy of heart after seeing his Nephew head off in the direction of Sodom.  It is incredibly hard 
to think and live correctly.  At times, even the most mature saint feels discouraged at the pace in which God moves.  This 
is when the believer needs encouragement, and that is exactly what Abram receives. 

This time God is showing up to encourage Abram and restate his covenant blessing to Abram.   

14 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and 
south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your 
offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17 Go, 
walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."  

God comes to Abram to encourage him in his thought process.  Abram has trusted Him, and God will not let him fall.  

There is an interesting word-play in the text here. 

In verse 10, in describing Lot’s decision making process, we read, “and Lot lifted up his own eyes.”  

But now here in verse 14, we see God in a sense, “lifting up the eyes of Abram.”  Here God is encouraging Abram to 
look at circumstances from God’s view.  Abram needed to see the events unfolding from the eyes of God. 

God then expands and further clarifies what he meant by promising the give Abram the land.   

Abram was to look in all directions.  All the land that he could see, God said that he would give it to Abram and his 
seed-offspring forever. 

God then expands and further clarifies what he meant by promising that he would make Abram into a great nation.   

God will make the offspring of Abram to be like the dust of the earth.  It will be uncountable. 

Seed, in verse 15, is singular. 

And so you and I, we need to be encouraged and we need to look at things through the eyes of God. 

Isaiah 40:26 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by 
one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 27 
Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my 
God"? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 



 

 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 



 

 

IV.  ABRAM OBEYED, AND WORSHIPED 
Just as God commanded Abram to leave and go in chapter 12, here He commands Abram to go and walk.  Abram was 
to believe and have faith.  And then Abram was to walk in the direction of faith.  His feet were to prove what he really 
believed. 

Those who start the relationship by faith must continue to live by faith. 

18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the 
LORD. 

Abram responded to the covenant of God through faith, obedience and worship in chapter 12.  Now again, Abram 
believes what God says, he moves his tent towards Hebron in obedience, and then he sets up an altar to worship and 
acknowledge the Lord. 

Where do we leave Abram?  We leave him dwelling in tents on barren mountains.  But we leave him living in faith.  

Lot had the paradise, but Abram had the promise. 

So Abram is a man of faith … a man of tents … and a man of altars. 



 

 

CONCLUSION: LET’S PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 

THERE IS AN INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN EDEN, ABRAHAM AND THE ESCHATON. 

EDEN 

INITIAL COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 

ABRAHAM 

RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 

ESCHATON 

FULFILLMENT OF THE COVENANT RELATIONSHIP 

LAND – SUBDUE, RULE, GARDEN LAND – THIS PROMISED LAND LAND – THAT PROMISED LAND 

SEED – BE FRUITFUL & MULTIPLY SEED – CHILD, NATION SEED – NATIONS 

BLESSING – LIFE BLESSING – PROSPERITY BLESSING – BE A BLESSING, COVENANT 

 

HAVE YOU BEEN CALLED BY GOD? 

HAVE YOU BEEN COMMANDED TO LEAVE AND GO? 

HAS GOD COMMITTED HIMSELF TO YOU? 

HAVE YOU RESPONDED IN FAITH, OBEDIENCE, WORSHIP … AND FAITHLESSNESS? 

HAVE YOU RETURNED TO YOUR GOD IN HUMBLE REPENTANCE? 

HAVE YOU TRUSTED YOUR GOD IN A SELFLESS, SPIRITUAL AND SUBMISSIVE MANNER?  

THEN BE ENCOURAGED … CONTINUE TO WALK, CONTINUE TO WORSHIP, CONTINUE TO LIVE BY FAITH. 

YOU CAN TRUST HIM. 

Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

GOD COMMANDS ABRAM TO MOVE 
Genesis 13:17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."  

ABRAM OBEYS AND WORSHIPS. 
Genesis 13:18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an 
altar to the LORD. 

COMMENT ON THE BARREN WOMAN SYNDROME 
Cain – Sarah – Rebekah – Rachel – David - Mary 

ABRAHAM RESCUES LOT 
Genesis 14:1 At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of 
Goiim 2 went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea). 4 
For twelve years they had been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year, 
Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out and defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in 
Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim 6 and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, as far as El Paran near the desert. 7 
Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they conquered the whole territory of the 
Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who were living in Hazazon Tamar. 8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, 
the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in 
the Valley of Siddim 9 against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of 
Ellasar-- four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills. 11 The four kings seized all the goods of 
Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away. 12 They also carried off Abram's nephew Lot and his 
possessions, since he was living in Sodom. 13 One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. 
Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied 
with Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his 
household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed 
them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative 
Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people.  



 

 

Abraham is victorious.  God cursed those who cursed Abram. 

ABRAM MEETS MELCHIZEDEK 
Genesis 14:17 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came 
out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 
and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 20 And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then 
Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the people and keep the goods for 
yourself." 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and have taken an oath 23 that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the thong 
of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, 'I made Abram rich.' 24 I will accept nothing but what my men have 
eaten and the share that belongs to the men who went with me-- to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them have their share." 

ABRAHAM’S RESPONSE 

ABRAHAM BELIEVED 

Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

When God told him about his son, he and his wife were already very old. 

When God led him to “his land”, it was filled with inhabitants.  “People in the land” (12:6)   

God was teaching Abram to live in the land that he would possess while he did not possess it.  So too must Christians 
dwell in a land that we will possess, but we do not yet own. 

Romans 4:3 Abraham believed God and God accounted it to him as righteousness. 

Galatians 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if your are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the 
promise. 

ABRAHAM OBEYED 



 

 

He left his father’s house when he was around 75 years of age. 

With him, he took Sarai, and his possessions.  He did not plan on coming back. 

He also took with him Lot, his nephew. 

God expects his covenant recipients to walk a holy and blameless walk.  Genesis 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine 
years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 

Circumcision – to show the relationship between the two parties.  Circumcision was not an ethnic seal.  The rite of 
circumcision was to be administered to those from the nations who wished to be part of the family of Abraham.  Showed 
unity and cleansing. 

ABRAHAM WORSHIPED 

Genesis 12:8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on 
the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 

ABRAHAM SINNED. 

It is interesting to note that Abram’s faith was strong – for a time.   

Immediately after Abram has faith enough to leave home, he shows his lack of faith in regards to his own safety in Egypt.  
Then later, after having enough faith to allow Lot to chose the best land, he shows his lack of faith again in seeking to 
have a child with Hagar. 

ABRAHAM WORSHIPED 

Genesis 13:1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. 2 
Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 3 From the Negev he went from place to place until 
he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4 and where he had first built an 
altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD. 

GOD’S FULFILLMENT 

GREAT PEOPLE 



 

 

Historically in Israel     Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- 
was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one 
man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on 
the seashore.  

Spiritually in the True Israel 

GREAT BLESSING 

Historically in regards to Lot 

Historically in regards to those who oppressed Israel. 

Spiritually in regards to the “seed” Christ who blessed all nations. 

Spiritually in regards to those who reject the “seed”, and those who claim ethnic inheritance. 

GREAT LAND 

Historically in Canaan. 

Spiritually in the Promised Land, Zion, New Jerusalem, New Heavens and New Earth     Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know 
where he was going.  By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  … 13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. 
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted 
that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of 
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, 
they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them.  

GREAT GOD 
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	Introduction
	What would make someone leave an incredibly lucrative business career to work in the ministry?
	Why would a missionary labor for 25 years on the field only to see five or six people come to Christ?
	What would make a man who has retired after 35 years in the workplace, give up daily golf, monthly vacations and work 40 hours a week for an additional 2-3 years as a church administrator?
	Why would a man give up a potential medal in the Olympics simply not to race on the Lord’s Day?
	Why would an intelligent, trained, and talented mom forgo a nice salary, additional benefits, and a fulfilling job to stay at home and mother her children?
	Why would a professor work at a Christian institution for half the salary that he could pull in at a secular place of higher learning?
	Why would someone make the commitment to get up at 5:30 on Wednesday mornings for Bible study?
	What would make a wife submit to a less than qualified leader as a husband?
	Why would someone bypass a huge promotion because it would require longer working hours and therefore more time away from home?
	Why would a young, unmarried man or woman not date that incredibly attractive member of the opposite sex who “has it all together” but does not have Christ?
	Why would someone abstain from sexual relations until marriage?
	Why would someone make an incredible sacrifice for a spiritual reason?
	They know the covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises.


	Context
	Last week we saw God draw Abram into the covenant relationship.
	God Called  (12:1)
	We saw that God was the Divine “mover and shaker” of the covenant.
	It was His covenant, and He issued it to whomever He desires.
	It is very true that “we love Him because He first loved us.”

	God Commanded (12:1-3)
	We saw the Deity give exclusive commands to those within His covenant.
	He commanded Abram to leave what was formerly comfortable, and go to wherever the Lord would lead him.
	Total commitment is what God demands of those within His covenant.

	God Commits Himself  (12:1-3, 7)
	We saw six “I wills” flowing from the mouth of God.
	These six promises can be combined or grouped under three headings: Land, Seed, and Blessing.

	Abram Responds
	The New Testament clearly tells us that Abraham had faith in God.  He believed the word and the provision of the Lord.
	Romans 4:3    What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."
	Galatians 3:6    Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."
	James 2:23    And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.

	Then we saw that Abraham obeyed God by leaving and going.
	And finally we saw that Abram, the man of faith and action, he was also the man of worship.
	But sadly, this is not the end of Abram’s response.  For we also quickly reminded ourselves of Abram’s unfaithfulness.  He failed in his love for God.

	This week we will see that Abram is a bit more stable within the covenant relationship.
	Abram has an opportunity to disobey the covenant, but he chooses to pass on the short-term benefits in order to obtain the long-term blessing.
	Abram knows the Covenant God and he is trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises.
	Abram has grown up a bit.  Abram is more mature in his faith.  And he is proving it by his actions.
	Last week I asked you the question, “Have you entered into the covenant relationship with God?”
	This week I ask you, “Are you trusting God to fulfill His promises, or are you now ready to take matters into your own hand?”
	Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises.


	Scripture Reading
	Genesis 13:1-18     So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. 2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came t...

	Expositional Overview
	Abram travels from Egypt to the Nebeb. (13:1)
	Abram was rich. (13:2)
	Abram travels from the Negeb to Bethel; he had previously camped and worshiped there. (13:3-4; 12:8)
	Abram worshiped the LORD; repentance? (13:4)
	Abram had benefited Lot as God promised; Lot had amassed his own flocks, herds and tents. (13:5; 12:2-3)
	Abram and Lot could not occupy the same land. (13:6-7)
	These men knew the land could not support them. (13:6)
	These men knew their herdsmen were quarrelling. (13:7)
	These men knew they needed to be united lest the Canaanites and Perizzites, who lived in the land, overrun them. (13:7)

	Abram leads the way in coming up with a solution. (13:9-11)
	Strife was not acceptable between herdsmen. (13:8)
	Strife was not acceptable between relatives. (13:8)
	Select and separate. (13:9)
	Lot selected the Jordan Valley; east; in the direction of Zoar; near Sodom and Gomorrah. (13:10)
	Well-watered. (13:10)
	Like the Garden of Eden. (13:10)
	Like Egypt. (13:10)
	For a time, for the LORD would soon destroy Sodom and Gomorrah; it would look like an ash heap. (13:10)


	Canaan became the dwelling place of Abram. (13:11-12)
	Sodom became the dwelling place of Lot. (13:12-13)
	Lot looked in this direction.
	Lot went in this direction.
	Lot entered the cities of the Valley. (13:12)
	Lot pitched his tent in Sodom; the place of wicked, great sinners. (13:13; 14:12)

	The LORD showed the initiative; he came and spoke to Abram at Haran. (13:14)
	Abram was to look in all four directions. (13:14)
	Abram was to understand that God would give this to Abram and his offspring forever. (13:15)
	Abram was to understand that God would make his decedents as numerable as the dust of the earth, uncountable. (13:16)
	Abram was to journey through the land the Lord would give to him. (13:17)
	Who is the offspring?
	Who are the innumerable descendents?
	Where is the land?

	Bethel became the place where Abram dwelt. (13:18)
	Bethel became the place where Abram worshiped. (13:18)

	I.  Abram Returned
	1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him.
	Abram returned to the Promised Land.
	Abram was previously in Egypt due to a harsh famine that hit the land of Canaan.  (12:10)
	He Returned Humiliated
	Undoubtedly Abram looked at himself with such disgust.
	It was bad enough that he left the Promised Land of God to go to Egypt.  God had called him there, and there is no evidence that God had called him from Canaan.  God had not brought Abram to Canaan to starve.  God was calling Abram to live by faith, a...
	He was humiliated because he left, he was also humiliated because of his lie.  Abram convinced his wife to lie to Pharaoh.  Abram so valued his own existence that he would allow his wife to become a harem-girl so that he could be fed.  Can you imagine...
	And then to compound the humiliation, Abram had to be preached to by a pagan.  It was Pharaoh himself who asked  Abram, “Why do you lie?”  “Why did you tell me she was your sister?”  “What’s wrong with you?”  “Aren’t Yahweh worshipers supposed to be d...
	It hurts when we sin before God.  It smacks a bit harder when our family and friends see us fall.  And then to have the unbelieving community mock us and our religion because of our sin – that is humiliation.

	He Returned with Wealth
	Do you understand mercy and grace?  Mercy is not getting the punishment or retribution that we deserve.  Grace is the obtaining of blessings that we do not deserve.  Mercy is not getting something “bad.”  Grace is getting “good” that we don’t deserve....
	2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.
	In spite of Abram’s sin and lack of faith, God abundantly blessed Abram.  Abram’s disbelief was not grounds for the Almighty, Unchanging, Always-Promise-Keeping God to go back on his word.  God had promised to bless Abram and that is exactly what God ...
	Abram was “very rich.”  The Hebrew word is pronounced Kahbedd.  It is very similar to the Hebrew word Kahbvode, which means heavy or weighty.  This is what we translate the glory of God.  God is heavy or weighty.  His name is not to be thrown around. ...
	God had given Abram livestock, servants, silver and gold.  (13:2, 14-16)
	I think there are four quick applications that we can grab here.
	Wealth is not anti-Christian.  The God who grants salvation and gives mercy also grants riches to some.
	Secondly, God’s means of granting wealth is oft times odd.  God many times takes from the wicked to give to the righteous.  You see this here with Pharaoh, you will see it again when the Israelites leave Eqypt in the Exodus.  You see it when Jacob lea...
	Thirdly, God gives wealth for other purposes than simply to increase the Christians standard of living.  I do think there is an interesting connection here between the man of great wealth, and yet the man who lived in tents.  Even when God gives the C...


	He Returned, Repented and Worshiped
	3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier 4 and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD.
	Scripture does not portray Abram as in any way calling on the name of the Lord in Egypt.  The only actions that we see of Abram are natural, unspiritual contemplations of how to provide and protect self.  We saw Abram relying on his own great intuitiv...
	Abram, humiliated yet wealthy, journeyed back to Canaan.  You see him in a sense wandering restlessly as he makes his way back.  Scripture states that he went from place to place.  But finally he made it to Bethel, the place where he first built an al...
	What do we see happening here at Bethel?  I’ll tell you, we see a revival taking place.  If there was an invitation, Abram was coming.  If there was an aisle, he was running down it.  We know there was an altar, and Abram was kneeling there in humble ...
	I can almost sense the order of worship.  He starts with humble contrition.  After the proper amount of time spent here, Abram begins to remember the unmerited blessings of God.  He looks at his wife, his servants, his flock, the money bags and he can...
	Have you been to the “house of God” lately?  There is a real sense in which our Sunday worship services are to be covenant-recommitment ceremonies.  We are remembering what God has commanded and promised us, and we are recommitting to respond in faith...
	On a side note, it should also be of interest to you that in Genesis 35:1, Jacob encounters God right here at Bethel.  And that is our prayer, that our children might meet our God at our place of covenant worship.
	In speaking with a friend last week, we talked about how the Devil tempts you with sin saying, “Come on, its just a little sin, it won’t really matter.”  But when you partake of that sin, the Devil then changes his tune saying, “See you’re a hypocrite...
	But that is not what Scripture shows or clearly teaches.  Listen to the clear words 1 John 1:8-10, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us o...
	John 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.
	2 Chronicles 15:2 … If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.
	Isn’t it great that God allows His children to return!  Isn’t it great that God causes His children to return.  God does not disown those in His covenant who fail.  It is true that, “God chastens those He loves”, and “All things work together for good...
	The God who brings Abram back to Bethel is the same God who brings the prodigal son back to the fattened calf, and the same God who will heal and restore your broken soul.  Oh friend, come to Jesus this morning.


	II.  Abram Trusted
	In verse five, the problems for Abram and Lot begin to be explained.
	5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.
	Here we see another promise by God that had come true for Abram.  He had been blessed, and he had been a blessing.  Lot, who was the companion and ally of Abram had also become wealthy.
	7 And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time.
	God’s blessings had become so numerous that it actually began causing problems.
	There are three problems listed here in the text:
	1.  Not enough grazing land.  There appears to have been a shortage of grazing land in this area.  In addition, as new nomads to this region, it is doubtful that Abram and Lot had secured the best and most fertile portions.  These “better lands” were ...
	2.  Quarreling and fighting herdsmen.
	3.  Hostile and aggressive neighbors.  There were hostile Canaanites and Perizzites living in the land at that time who could have used the quarrel as a means to divide and conquer.

	This is a sad commentary.  They had endured much together.  Up to this point, they had been inseparable.  They stuck with one another when God called Abram to leave and go to an unknown land.  They enjoyed good times and famines together.  Nothing cou...
	Many the family has been ripped apart due to financial squabbles.  Numerous loved ones no longer communicate after the division and execution of the will.  The love of money is the root of all kinds of sin.
	Money is a blessing, but it is also a great means of temptation.  Be very careful!
	Abram comes to the table with a solution.
	8 So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company…
	Abram plays the part of the man here.  He is the one who sees the problem and steps up to deal with it.  He is a model to us of one who seeks peace.
	Abram’s Thought Process
	9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."
	This is where we see that Abram has grown-up a bit in his faith.
	He is selfless.
	The same man who organize the whole fiasco in Egypt in order to save his skin at the expense of his wife’s, he is now allowing himself to be harmed for his nephew Lot.
	Abram also could have outlined the portion of land that he would have given to Lot, but instead, he leaves the decision up to Lot.
	He could have commanded his nephew to depart, but he does not do so.
	He was the elder and the grand patriarch in a patriarchal system.
	He was the one to whom the land was promised.
	He was the one who met and talked with God.

	He is spiritual.
	As opposed to temporal.
	It is hard for a rich man to be saved.
	It is hard to “hold on loosely” to the things of this world.

	He is submissive.
	Tired of trusting self, Abram is now ready to trust God.  Abram is showing great faith in God at this point.
	The God who promised to show him the land, and the God who promised to give him the land, must be the God who plants him in this land.  Abram is showing great faith in the sovereignty of God.
	One can have this kind of faith when one is convinced that God loves, cares and will provide exactly what is necessary.
	Instead of the frantic grasping for power, control, and material things, this man is a rock who is unshakeable.  This is the great example of one allowing God to fight his battles for him.
	Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises.


	Lot’s Thought Process
	He is normal.
	Lot thinks just like anyone else does.  Lot makes decisions according to the criteria of the normal man.  There is nothing peculiar about the decision making of Lot … and that is the problem.
	10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the...
	It appears that there was no comparison between Canaan and the plain of Jordan.  We know from Genesis 12:10 that there was a famine that ravaged Canaan, and Scripture describes the whole plain of Jordan as “well watered, like the garden of the Lord, l...
	Lot made his decision to live by sight.  He heads for what looks most easy and advantageous for himself.
	The problem was that Lot choose what was apparently the best option.
	12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.
	In leaving, Lot is distancing himself from the blessings of God in and through Abram.  Lot should have begged to stay.  Lot should have pleaded for a portion of Canaan.  There should have been a real feeling of reluctance on the part of Lot to leave.
	So while Abram stayed put in the Promised Land, Lot moved to the region of Sodom.  Then Lot pitched his tents near Sodom.  Finally, Lot ends up in Sodom.  As Lot gets closer and closer to Sodom, he is moving further and further from the covenant prote...
	Notice the description of Moses here, “now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.”  Are not all men wicked and great sinners?  Was not Lot, Abram and Sarai sinners in the sight of God?  Absolutely, but some are greater...
	Lot is flirting with corruption in order to pursue the excellencies of this life.
	Lot choose what seemed most materially profitable, regardless of the company in which he must keep.
	Once again, listen to Henry, “Those who in choosing relations, callings, dwellings, or settlements are guided and governed by the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the pride of life, and consult not the interests of their souls and their rel...
	Lot did what was natural and normal.  He did what any other person would have done … and that was the problem.
	How about you?  Do you think differently?  (Work, Schooling, Entertainment, Time Schedules, Friends)



	III.  Abram was Encouraged
	Abram undoubtedly was heavy of heart after seeing his Nephew head off in the direction of Sodom.  It is incredibly hard to think and live correctly.  At times, even the most mature saint feels discouraged at the pace in which God moves.  This is when ...
	This time God is showing up to encourage Abram and restate his covenant blessing to Abram.
	14 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the ...
	God comes to Abram to encourage him in his thought process.  Abram has trusted Him, and God will not let him fall.
	There is an interesting word-play in the text here.
	In verse 10, in describing Lot’s decision making process, we read, “and Lot lifted up his own eyes.”
	But now here in verse 14, we see God in a sense, “lifting up the eyes of Abram.”  Here God is encouraging Abram to look at circumstances from God’s view.  Abram needed to see the events unfolding from the eyes of God.

	God then expands and further clarifies what he meant by promising the give Abram the land.
	Abram was to look in all directions.  All the land that he could see, God said that he would give it to Abram and his seed-offspring forever.

	God then expands and further clarifies what he meant by promising that he would make Abram into a great nation.
	God will make the offspring of Abram to be like the dust of the earth.  It will be uncountable.
	Seed, in verse 15, is singular.

	And so you and I, we need to be encouraged and we need to look at things through the eyes of God.
	Isaiah 40:26 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jac...
	Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


	IV.  Abram Obeyed, and Worshiped
	Just as God commanded Abram to leave and go in chapter 12, here He commands Abram to go and walk.  Abram was to believe and have faith.  And then Abram was to walk in the direction of faith.  His feet were to prove what he really believed.
	Those who start the relationship by faith must continue to live by faith.
	18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.
	Abram responded to the covenant of God through faith, obedience and worship in chapter 12.  Now again, Abram believes what God says, he moves his tent towards Hebron in obedience, and then he sets up an altar to worship and acknowledge the Lord.
	Where do we leave Abram?  We leave him dwelling in tents on barren mountains.  But we leave him living in faith.
	Lot had the paradise, but Abram had the promise.
	So Abram is a man of faith … a man of tents … and a man of altars.

	Conclusion: Let’s Put the Pieces Together
	Biblical Theology
	There is an interesting correspondence between Eden, Abraham and the Eschaton.
	Have you been called by God?
	Have you been commanded to leave and go?
	Has God committed himself to you?
	Have you responded in faith, obedience, worship … and faithlessness?
	Have you returned to your God in humble repentance?
	Have you trusted your God in a selfless, spiritual and submissive manner?
	Then be encouraged … continue to walk, continue to worship, continue to live by faith.
	You can trust Him.
	Those who are wise, they know the Covenant God and they are trusting Him to fulfill all His covenant promises.



	God commands Abram to move
	Genesis 13:17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."

	Abram obeys and worships.
	Genesis 13:18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.

	Comment on the barren woman syndrome
	Cain – Sarah – Rebekah – Rachel – David - Mary

	Abraham rescues Lot
	Genesis 14:1 At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim 2 went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king...
	Abraham is victorious.  God cursed those who cursed Abram.

	Abram meets Melchizedek
	Genesis 14:17 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He ...

	Abraham’s Response
	Abraham Believed
	Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
	When God told him about his son, he and his wife were already very old.
	When God led him to “his land”, it was filled with inhabitants.  “People in the land” (12:6)
	God was teaching Abram to live in the land that he would possess while he did not possess it.  So too must Christians dwell in a land that we will possess, but we do not yet own.
	Romans 4:3 Abraham believed God and God accounted it to him as righteousness.
	Galatians 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for y...

	Abraham Obeyed
	He left his father’s house when he was around 75 years of age.
	With him, he took Sarai, and his possessions.  He did not plan on coming back.
	He also took with him Lot, his nephew.
	God expects his covenant recipients to walk a holy and blameless walk.  Genesis 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.
	Circumcision – to show the relationship between the two parties.  Circumcision was not an ethnic seal.  The rite of circumcision was to be administered to those from the nations who wished to be part of the family of Abraham.  Showed unity and cleansing.

	Abraham Worshiped
	Genesis 12:8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.

	Abraham Sinned.
	It is interesting to note that Abram’s faith was strong – for a time.
	Immediately after Abram has faith enough to leave home, he shows his lack of faith in regards to his own safety in Egypt.  Then later, after having enough faith to allow Lot to chose the best land, he shows his lack of faith again in seeking to have a...

	Abraham Worshiped
	Genesis 13:1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. 2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethe...


	God’s Fulfillment
	Great People
	Historically in Israel     Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as ...
	Spiritually in the True Israel

	Great Blessing
	Historically in regards to Lot
	Historically in regards to those who oppressed Israel.
	Spiritually in regards to the “seed” Christ who blessed all nations.
	Spiritually in regards to those who reject the “seed”, and those who claim ethnic inheritance.

	Great Land
	Historically in Canaan.
	Spiritually in the Promised Land, Zion, New Jerusalem, New Heavens and New Earth     Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going...

	Great God


