
IS YOUR SINCERE RELIGION SINCERELY WRONG? 
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Genesis 10:1 – 11:31 
The Tower of Babel 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Genesis 10:1–11:31     These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to 
them after the flood. 2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The sons of 
Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 5 From these 
the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations. 6 The sons of 
Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of 
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty 
hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10 The beginning of his 
kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria and built 
Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 13 Egypt fathered Ludim, 
Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. 15 Canaan 
fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19 And 
the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their 
languages, their lands, and their nations. 21 To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of 
Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram: 
Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 To Eber were born two sons: 
the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan 
fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, 
and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction 
of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and 
their nations. 32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from 
these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood. 1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same 
words. 2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they 
said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen 
for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came down to see 
the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and 
they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do 
will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not 



understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left 
off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the 
earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 10 These are the generations of Shem. 
When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11 And Shem lived after he fathered 
Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters. 12 When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered 
Shelah. 13 And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 14 When 
Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah lived after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons 
and daughters. 16 When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 17 And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 430 
years and had other sons and daughters. 18 When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. 19 And Peleg lived after 
he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21 
And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters. 22 When Serug had lived 30 
years, he fathered Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters. 24 
When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah 119 years and had 
other sons and daughters. 26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 Now these are 
the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the 
presence of his father Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. 
The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah 
and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his 
grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans 
to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there.  

I.  WE ARE REBELS FOLLOWING A REBEL 
Nimrod is a rebel, and he has had great help in becoming such. As a descendent of Adam and Eve, he is one who is 
cursed with a sin nature. He is a recipient of original sin from the original patriarch. Because of Adam’s sin, Nimrod is 
declared a sinner before exiting his mother’s womb. He is not a good man for he is a son of Adam.  

As a descendent of Ham, he is doubly cursed. He is of the rebellious and shameful branch of Noah’s family. He is a 
descendent of the one who saw his father in a drunken and deplorable condition, and enjoyed abusing or making light of 
him. He is a descendent of the haughty rebellious line. He is not a good man for he is a son of Ham. 

Now it appears, that as the son of Cush, he is triply cursed. Out of all the names that could be given a young man, Cush 
decides to name his son Nimrod, which means “we shall rebel.” Therefore, before Nimrod is out of diapers, or infant 
togas, or whatever they wore back in the day, he is encouraged by his father to war against authority. He is not a good 
man for he is the son of Cush being raised to look quite a bit like the ultimate rebel – Lucifer. 

Therefore, Nimrod has lived up to his name, for he has become known as a great killer. Some wish to give him the benefit 



of the doubt and see him as a skilled hunter of animals. They see him as one with many mounts adorning his man-cave. 
However, more scholars see him as one who has become a great and notorious killer or men. Nimrod is one following in 
Cain and Lamech’s footsteps. Nimrod is one who has become a professional at breaking the sixth commandment – do 
not murder. He is proficient at breaking the second greatest commandment – he hates his neighbor. Nimrod is one who 
defies God and cherishes not human life. Nimrod may even be the first great assassin or mass murderer.  

Like Nimrod, we are influenced by our flesh. 

Like Nimrod, we are influenced by our fathers. 

Like Nimrod, we are influenced by our world. 

Like Nimrod, we are influenced by Satan. 



II.  WE ARE REBELS BEFORE THE FACE OF GOD ENJOYING GOD’S COMMON 

GRACE 
God witnesses the sinful lusting of Eve and leadership of Adam.  

He watches the murder of Able and cover-up by Cain.  

With great anger God sees the transgressions of Noah’s neighbors.  

And here we see that God is watching the wickedness of Nimrod. Twice it is presented that he is “before the LORD.” His 
iniquity is in full view of the omnipresent and omniscient God. Or if we were writing this in our current day vernacular, we 
might say, “in His face.”   

Yet, while a cursed, notorious, and murderous sinner, Nimrod continues to enjoy the common grace of God. Common 
grace is a term for those blessings or favors that this rebellious world does not deserve, but yet enjoys from the hand of 
God. Nimrod is a recipient of such common grace. Despite his sin, he thrives.  

God graces Nimrod with continued existence. He is not immediately judged, condemned and excommunicated to hell. 
God continues to give him water, air, skin that heals itself, and a heart that beats numerous times each minute.  

God graces Nimrod with a family. A wife is a gift and children are a blessing from the Lord. Nimrod is a fortunate man for 
his quiver is full.  

Nimrod is further graced by God with a great location. His neighborhood is much better than some others. He and his 
family have found a home on a fertile plain in a prosperous land named Shinar.  

God graces Nimrod with skills and ability. Whether a killer of man or beast, Nimrod is one excellent with sword, spear, 
bow, slingshot or rocks. He is able to provide well for himself and his family.  

Nimrod enjoys community. He lives in unity with a group of people who speak the same language and desire the same 
ends. His clan dwells together in relative peace; they communicate well.  

God has graced Nimrod with societal advancement. His people have made technological advancements in building 
materials. They have few stones in their land, but they have learned to construct buildings out of sand and tar. Together 
they seek to build a great brick city.  

God has graced Nimrod with fame, notoriety, popularity and a position of leadership. He is known as a mighty man. He is 
the stuff of legends; proverbs are written and people talk about him. (Gen. 10:8-10; 1 Chron. 1:10)   

Finally, Nimrod is a king.  It appears that four cities are subject to him. It is hard to ascertain whether he founded these 



cities or conquered them, but either way Nimrod was monarch of sorts. It is here in chapter ten that “kingdom” is first 
used.  He was the first man to engage upon building a world empire. Nimrod is a rebellious man sinning greatly before 
the face of God. Yet, Nimrod is a fortunate man enjoying undeserved blessings from the hand of God. 

Like Nimrod, we are before the face of God. 

Like Nimrod, we are recipients of common grace. 

Like Nimrod, we are on borrowed time. 

III.  WE ARE REBELS WHO ARE SINCERELY RELIGIOUS 
While Nimrod lives in rebellion against God, he recognizes the need to pacify God. Therefore, in an effort to minimize 
harm and keep a good thing going, Nimrod practices his religion. He and his people, in addition to building a great brick 
city, will build a great Mesopotamian ziggurat or temple. At first glance, this might seem to be a very good endeavor.  

Nimrod and the Babylonians are spiritually minded; they are considering the existence of the supernatural.  

They are unified and motivated.  

They mutually exhorted one another.  

They are willing to spend time and money building something excellent that will stand the test of time. Nimrod and the 
Babylonians are sincerely religious. 

Like Nimrod, we recognize there is a powerful deity. 

Like Nimrod, we gather in community.. 

Like Nimrod, we spend time. 

Like Nimrod, we spend money. 

Like Nimrod, we build great edifices. 

IV.  WE ARE REBELS WHO ARE OFTEN SINCERELY WRONG IN OUR SERIOUS 

RELIGION 
The Lord is still watching, and he is displeased. We see this in the title used of the Babylonians; they are called the 



“children of man.” His displeasure is also seen in his response. He shows more common grace by stopping their man-
made religion in its tracks. He changes their language, confuses them, destroys their community, and disperses them. 
He shows them that Nimrod, Babel, and man-made religion is not sufficient for world peace. He destroys the sincerely 
religious proponents of the United Nations of Babel. And in doing this, God is further displaying common grace. Division 
and suffering is better than apostasy and damnation. 

The Lord humbles them, and they leave behind them a legacy of confusion. They leave behind them a legacy of failure – 
an uncompleted tower. Their monument of pride became a monument of vanity, failed ambition and folly. Psalm 34: 
16,"The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth."  He sits in 
heaven, and laughs at the counsels of the kings of the earth against him and his anointed; and will force them to confess 
that there is no wisdom nor counsel against the Lord, Prov. xxi. 30; Isa. viii. 9, 10. Their name is one of laughter and not honor. 

A.  WE PRACTICE OUR RELGION WITH THE WRONG MOTIVE 

Notice their motivation. They worship for the wrong reason. They should cherish the name of God, for God cherishes his 
own name. Men ought never take it in vain. However, Nimrod and the Babylonians cherish their own name. They worship 
to glorify themselves. The worship of God is not an end for them. Rather, it is a means to an end. They worship God in 
order to promote their own name. They worship God in order to worship themselves. They worship God because this 
seems to be the best way to guarantee their prosperity and posterity. They worship God because this is the price to be 
paid to ensure health, wealth and prosperity. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we love ourselves. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to make our name great tomorrow. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to guard our health, wealth and prosperity. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to make our name great today. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we are forced to worship. 

B.  WE PRACTICE OUR RELIGION IN THE WRONG WAY 

However, when one more closely examines their religious practice, one finds them lacking. They worship in the wrong 
way. They wish to practice their religion and build their temple according to their plan. Good worship is God designed. 
God knows how he desires to be worshiped, and when men make up their own way of approaching God, they err. 
Consider Adam and Eve and their eating to be like God. Consider Adam and his fig clothing. Consider Cain and his fruit 
from the field. Consider Aaron and his golden calf. Consider Nadab and Abihu and their strange fire. Consider Saul and 
his sacrifice. Consider David and his plan to build a house. Consider the folly of the wicked in Romans 1. God regulates 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Pr+21:30,Isa+8:9,10


his worship through his word. Neither tradition nor novel creativity should direct the worshiper. The Babylonians were 
sincerely religious, and they were sincerely wrong. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we disobey God’s worship regulations. 

Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we write our own. 

MATERIAL FROM A FORMER STUDY 
Everyone speaks the same language (which one?) 
People seem to be moving from the east to the west 
Moses writes of Babel – the descendents of Ham and Nimrod – the Canaanites – Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the LORD (chapter 10) 
Canaanites desire to build a house of worship 
Canaanites desire to build a house of worship for their name 
Canaanites desire to build a house of worship for their prosperity 
Canaanites are being watched by the LORD – and others (vs. 7) 
Canaanites are being called children of man 
Canaanites are disciplined and dispersed by the LORD 
This place is now called “Babel” or “Confusion” 
Focus now shifts to the Shemites – the first blessed by God 
This will lead us to Abram and Sarai 
There is a chorus that we sing that sums up today’s message.  For many of us, it has been a part of our repertoire since our elementary years.  It is entitled, “The wise 
man built his house upon the rock.”  It describes two ambitious people, two diligent people, to hard workers, each working towards a goal.  But at the end, when the 
rains come down to test each man’s work, one was secure while the other was swept away.  And the difference between the two outcomes was this, one was built 
upon shifting sand and the other house founded upon the solid, unmovable rock. 
We are going to study a group of people who set about a grand task, only to find that they built upon shifting sands. 
My prayer is that you will leave this morning remembering that one is to pursue the spiritual and eternal rather than the temporal and temporary. 
Those who pursue the earthly will one day look upon their labors as the man looking at his house drifting away in rubble.  Those who pursue the spiritual will one day 
look upon their labors with great joy and satisfaction. 
In chapters ten through 11, we have the general genealogy of the nations given to us by Moses.  Moses’ goal is to lead us to Abraham, and in the process,  he gives 
us an overall outline of the nations.   
However, in the genealogy, there are two excurses that Moses takes us on.  In your bibles, you could do what I have done and place parenthesis around verses 8-12 
of chapter ten, and verses 11-9 of chapter eleven.  In both of these places, the genealogy is paused while Moses gives us insight into that culture.  
So let’s analyze what Moses emphasizes.   
Genesis 10:8 Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the  LORD; that is why it is said, "Like 
Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD." 10 The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Akkad and Calneh, in Shinar. 11 From that land he went to 
Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah 12 and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.  
Genesis 11:1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said 
to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build 
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered ove r the face of the whole earth." 5 But 
the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to 
do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 8 So the 
LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel --because there the LORD confused the 
language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
Genesis 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a 
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 
out from Haran. 
The Tale of Two Seeds 



Throughout our studies in Genesis, we have been seeing that there are two seeds which dwell among the earth – that of the serpent and those people of God.  We 
see Cain following the serpent while Seth is the father of Christ.  We see Ham as a child of the serpent, while Shem is the blessed father of Christ.  And later in our 
studies we will see that special election and care is provided to Abram, but not Nahor and Haran.  Special election and care is given to Ishmael but not Isaac; Esau 
but not Jacob; Israel but not Egypt; and on and on  and on it goes. 
So what do people do when they are not elect?  What do natural men do?  What fills their time?  Where do they place their efforts?  Genesis gives us the answer – 
cursed men focus on building earthly cities and empires. 
Let’s back up to Genesis four and look together at the story of Cain.    Genesis 4:16 -17 So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east 
of Eden. Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch.    Cain leaves 
the place of God, and is characterized by Holy Scripture as one who immediately builds cities. 
Then in chapter ten, Moses draws attention to another child of the serpent, Nimrod.  Four characteristics of Nimrod are evident.   
1.  Nimrod is a mighty man.  The word “mighty” or “gibbor” in the Hebrew is used three times in verses 8 -9.  Later, in 1 Chronicles 1:10, the prophet there describes 
Nimrod in exactly the same terms.  Nimrod was a mighty man. 
2.  Nimrod was a violent man.  Moses describes him as a hunter.  However, most commentators agree that this is language that describes him as a hunter of men.  
So Nimrod was a mighty warrior.   
3. Nimrod was a monarch.  It appears that four cities were subject to him.  However, from the text, it is hard to ascertain whether he founded these  cities or 
conquered them.  But either way, Nimrod was a city-builder par excellent.  We see here in chapter ten that the word “kingdom” is first used.  He was the first man to 
engage upon building a world empire. 
4.  Nimrod was proud and arrogant.  All that he did, he did it “before the Lord.”  Or if we were writing this in our current day vernacular, we might say, “in His face.”  
Moses is characterizing Nimrod as a might warrior, who did all his deeds directly in open defiance of God.  Consequently, the name Nimrod came to mean “rebel.” 
By the way, Nimrod is simply a picture of the spirit of Antichrist that continues to bounce throughout the Scriptures.  One of the titles given to the Antichrist is found in 
2 Thessalonians 2:8 – he is called the “lawless” one.  And so Nimrod is the first in a long line of God-haters who seek to establish his kingdom in the face of God. 
But let’s not lose our focus.  Cain, when he left the presence of God, went quickly to the job of city-building.  Nimrod, a man who rebelled against God, is best 
characterized by city-building.  And now that brings us to Genesis 11, the story of a people who are captivated by the building of a city with a grand tower within. 
And here we find ourselves and our culture.  We act in precisely the same manner.  We think on our own, setting our own goals .  We then build a consensus and 
encourage others to embark upon our desired route.  We work, labor and make incredible sacrifice to accomplish our goals only to ultimately fail in the end because 
we done all this “in the face of God.” 
I.  Cursed Men Think 
Babel’s problems began with their thinking. 
All actions proceed from our thinking.  You are here today because you think it matters.  Some are not here today because the y think something else matters most.  
You obey God because you think He cares, watches, rewards and disciplines.  Others do not obey because they do not believe that God condemns the wicked or 
disciplines his children. You have your job because you think it best allows you to reach your goals.  You spend or save your  money according to how you think.  All I 
am doing is describing what Scripture says when it proclaims, “as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.”  
So what were the citizens of Babel thinking?  Why were the building the city and the famed tower? 
Well we know that it was not correct due to the response from God.  God honors those who honor and pursue Him, and he destroys those whose plans are not in 
accordance with His will. 
Here’s why they embarked upon this great building campaign. 
1.  They did not wish to be scattered over the face of the earth.  (11:4) 
God desired that they scatter and fill the earth.  He had expressly told them to do so in Genesis 9:1.  But they for some reason felt no obligation to obey the 
command of God. 
And so, you and I are like the early Babylonians.  We think of God’s law as a suggestion.  We think of God’s precepts as options for living.  We think His standards to 
be cruel, harsh, and too old-fashioned, and so we think we can simply ignore them with no penalty whatsoever.   
2.  They wished to make a paradise on earth. 
Ever since men were cast out of the garden, they have been seeking to make a garden of wherever they are.  They were striving for peace.  They were attempting to 
recreate an earthly paradise. 
3.  They wished to approach God on their own terms. 
Some commentators see in the building of this tower a stage being created for worship.  They thought they could create their own religion. 
According to Boice, astrology originated in Babylon. 
When people reject the true God, they always make a god of something else. 
4.  They wished to make a name for themselves. 
So they built a tower. 
They were seeking to make a name for themselves.  They were seeking to glorify and deify humanity. 
God abhors those who seek to make a name for themselves. 
And when it comes to making a name for ourselves, we are fiercely ambitious in this regard also.  We need to be the best in everything we do, and we need everyone 



to recognize this.  We glory in our intellect or our pocket book.  Some seek to deify themselves through their physical appearance.  Men become self-proclaiming 
monarchs through their achievements at work.  And on and on we go seeking to magnify self while we ignore the glory of God.   
Such a useless quest.  Who is Harriet Gimmell?  Who is Donald Ross?  Who is Harold Kaplan?  Who is Dwire?  Who is Kravat?  Some day, men will say, Who was 
Kobe?   Who is Trump?  Who is Gates?   Who is _______________. 
Ever since Adam would not be restrained from the forbidden tree, his unsanctified seed have been impatient of restraint and ready to rebel against it.  (Striving to 
honor self and make a name for oneself)  (Pride of Life) 
II.  Cursed Men Encourage 
In the original language, there are two “go to’s” 
Genesis 11:3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, 
"Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth." 
 “Then they said” carries the idea that they rallied support for their cause. 
They mutually exhorted each other. 
We see here an invitation – come, don’t be left behind, be a part of the action. 
Let us learn to provoke one another to love and to good works, as sinners stir up and encourage one another to wicked works. See Ps. cxxii. 1; Isa. ii. 3, 5; Jer. l. 5. 
III.  Cursed Men Labor 
Genesis 11:3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
It took very hard work for them to construct this tower.  They had great ambition. 
They persisted in spite of not having proper materials readily available. 
Difficulty often deters us from necessary works; but these men, when they had neither stones nor mortar, they do not quit. 
We work so hard towards that which we should not, and we quit so easily in that which we should continue. 
They make their own bricks because they do not have stones. 
They use tar for mortar. 
It is sad when men work so diligently and faithfully towards a wrong goal.   
Once again, God is under no obligation to accept our works or efforts simply because we tried hard and did the best we could. 
Let us guard our ambitions and our motives in building this church.  Are we making a name for ourselves, or are we simply sold out for the honor and glory of the 
Lord?   
Psalm 127:1-2  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.  In vain you 
rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-- for he grants sleep to those he loves. 
Cursed Men Progress 
The Lord allowed them to have some measure of success. 
The foolish man built his house upon the sand.  He finished the job.  But he didn’t finish well.   
God has wise and holy ends in permitting the enemies of his glory to carry on their impious projects a great way, and to prosper long in their enterprises.   
When they had, with much care and toil, made some considerable progress in their building, then God determined to break their  measures and disperse them. 
Cursed Men Fail  (How Does God Respond?) 
God sees.       
Genesis 11:5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.  
God frowns. 
We know this from the punishment that follows. 
God is not displeased simply because they are seeking to build a tall building.  God is not against the concept of Skyscrapers … although the Scripture does teach 
“low I am with you always.” 
God is displeased that these men are seeking to erect a monument that is designed to glorify mankind. 
God responds.      
Genesis 11:6-7 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  
Come [go to], let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other."   
God responds with such ease.  God easily frustrates and disperses them at will. 
What is a big deal to man, is nothing to God. 
I will not use many instruments, I will only blow upon them, and they, through the confusion of tongues, shall be contemptibl y scattered. 
God humiliates. 
Genesis 11:9 That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face 
of the whole earth. 
These wise, motivated, self-made men can no longer even communicate with one another. 
The Lord made a name for them.  He names their city, “babel”, which means confused. 



It is interesting that they indeed did make a name for themselves.  However, it was not the name that they had wished for. 
They leave behind them a legacy of confusion 
They leave behind them a legacy of failure – an uncompleted tower. 
Their monument of pride became a monument of vanity, failed ambition and folly. 
Psalm 34: 16,"The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth."  
He sits in heaven, and laughs at the counsels of the kings of the earth against him and his anointed; and will force them to con fess that there is no wisdom nor 
counsel against the Lord, Prov. xxi. 30; Isa. viii. 9, 10. 
God wins. 
Genesis 11:8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
As Calvin says, they are branded with eternal disgrace.  They gain a name, but not such as they would have chosen.     
Cursed Men Never Learn 
Babel 
Became used throughout scripture to represent the rebellion of the world against God. 
Sodom 
Another great city built and then destroyed. 
Babylon … 
Babel, “confusion” became known as “gate of God.” 
Nineveh 
Rulers of the ancient near east, feared by all, defeated by God and it is no more. 
Rome 
Rulers of the known world, makers of peace, prosperious beyond our imaginations, it has come and gone. 
United States 
Just as the US laid waste the government of Iraq, so we are just one gentle breeze away from destruction ourselves. 
New York power outage 
United Nations 
Satan (Antichrist) 
Babylon of Revelation 17-18, 21 
Revelation 18:1-5 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty 
voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt  for every unclean and detestable 
bird. 3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew 
rich from her excessive luxuries." 4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you wil l not share in her sins, so that you will 
not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 
Conclusion: Abraham in Contrast 
Two Important Questions 
1) What is God's goal in creating and governing the world? 
2) How can I bring my life into alignment with that goal? 
He leaves the crowds – including his own family. 
This reminds us of Jesus’ command that one must be willing to leave father, mother, sister or brother. 
Abraham must leave the known for the unknown. 
He wanders, building no city. 
According to Palmer Robertson, God never allowed Abraham to settle down.  At the end of his life, he possessed only the burial ground which he had acquired for 
Sarah. 
All throughout Genesis, we see that Abraham was a man of tents.  (Genesis 12:8; 13:3; 18:1-9) 
Listen to Stephen’s description of Abraham     Acts 7:5 He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But God promised him that he and his 
descendants after him would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child. 
Listen to the writer of Hebrews     Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect  and builder is God.  
He is submissive to God’s glory 
Babel said, we will make our name great.     God said to Abraham, I will make your name great. 
He lives by faith, not by sight. 
Abraham must find his reward in what he cannot see. 
There is truth in the old hymn:  This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through.  My treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me 



from Heavens golden shore and I can’t find my home in this world anymore. 
He and his family are blessed  (The Final Story) 
God will one day solve the scatter problem. 
Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart 
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God never lost interest in the nations.  He prophesied in regards to Japheth that one day his seed would dwell in the tents of Shem.  God has always wished for his 
people to be involved in world missions. 
God will one day solve the language problem. 
Isaiah 43:1-7  But now, thus says the Lord, your creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  When you walk through the fire, you will 
not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in 
your place. Since you are precious in My sight, since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. 
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and gather you from the west. I will say to the no rth, 'Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do not 
hold them back.' Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from the ends of the earth, everyone who is called by My name, and  whom I have created for My glory, 
whom I have formed even whom I have made"  
Isaiah 19:18 In that day five cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD Almighty. One of them will be called the City of 
Destruction. 
Zephaniah 3:8-9   "Therefore, wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble 
kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal .  "For then I will give to the peoples 
purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder. 
Christ proclaimed in the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
Pentecost, in Acts 2, is a reversal of the Babel curse. 
As the confounding of tongues divided the children of men and scattered them abroad, so the gift of tongues, bestowed upon the apostles (Acts ii.), contributed 
greatly to the gathering together of the children of God, who were scattered abroad, and the uniting of them in Christ, that with one mind and one mouth they might 
glorify God, Rom. xv. 6. 
Words from John Piper: [God] was restraining evil by preserving diversity that would function as check and balance in the human craving for power and fame and 
wealth. But in the same act of judgment he was preserving and increasing the diversity that would become the many-colored mosaic of redemption. Evil would be 
deflected by diversity in language and culture; and the glory of Christ would be reflected by the diversity in language and culture. "Let the peoples praise you, O God, 
let all the peoples praise you" (Psalm 67:3). All the languages, all the cultures, all the colors – let them all praise you. For you will shine all the more brightly in our 
eyes when we see you reflected and praised by all the peoples! 
God will one day solve the city problem. 
Mark 10:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or  fields for me and the gospel will 
fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields-- and with them, persecutions) and in the age to 
come, eternal life.  
Revelation 3:12-13 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name  of my God and the name 
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.  He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  
What a difference there is between men's building and God's; when men build their Babel, brick and slime are their best mater ials; but, when God builds his 
Jerusalem, he lays even the foundations of it with sapphires, and all its borders with pleasant stones.   
Revelation 21:24-27 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will 
be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor w ill anyone who does what is shameful or 
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
God has his answer for Nimrod. 
A universal monarch, Lord of all, and King of kings; the man Christ Jesus who will not give his glory to another. 
God, in the case of Babel, did not come down merely as a spectator, but as a judge and prince.  In the same manner, he will come and visit Babylon. 
The children of men were now finally scattered, and never did, nor ever will, come all together again, till the great day, when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne 
of his glory, and all nations shall be gathered before him, Matt. xxv. 31, 32 
The destruction of God in regards to your tower may be of great benefit to you.   
Good for the PTL Club 
Good for Nebuchadnezzar 
Daniel 4:30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory  of my majesty?" 
What a terrible thing it will be for God to allow you to finish building your tower, and making your name great, only to get to the end of life and realize it was vanity, all 



vanity. 

 



CONCLUSION 

A.  RECOGNIZE THE PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING 

Christ is the prophet who tells us that which is right. 

Christ is the priest who sacrifices himself. 

Christ is the king who deserves our worship. 

B.  REPENT 

Repent of rebellion. 

Repent of improper worship. 

C.  PRACTICE OUR RELIGION WITH THE PROPER MOTIVE 

Christ’s name. 

Christ’s will. 

D.  PRACTICE OUR RELGION IN THE PROPER MANNER 

Christ’s manner. 

Gather locally. 

Plural leaders. 

Talking to God. 

Hearing from God. 

Bathing with God. 

Dining with God. 

Large groups. 



Small groups. 

Deacon led compassion. 

Getting out; spreading out. 

E.  LUST FOR ABRAHAM’S CITY 

Abraham in Contrast 

He leaves the crowds – including his own family. 

This reminds us of Jesus’ command that one must be willing to leave father, mother, sister or brother.  

All throughout Genesis, we see that Abraham was a man of tents.  (Genesis 12:8; 13:3; 18:1-9) 

Listen to Stephen’s description of Abraham     Acts 7:5 He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But 
God promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had 
no child. 

Listen to the writer of Hebrews     Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive 
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his home in 
the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

Babel said, we will make our name great.     God said to Abraham, I will make your name great. 

There is truth in the old hymn:  This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through.  My treasures are laid up, 
somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me from Heavens golden shore and I can’t find my home in this world 
anymore. 

Revelation 3:12-13 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will 
write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of 
heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. 

Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 

What a difference there is between men's building and God's; when men build their Babel, brick and slime are their best 
materials; but, when God builds his Jerusalem, he lays even the foundations of it with sapphires, and all its borders with 



pleasant stones.   

BENEDICTION 
Romans 15:5–6     May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

OTHER NOTES 
Psalm 127:1-2 
God will one day solve the scatter problem. 
Romans 15:5-6    May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth 
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God never lost interest in the nations.  He prophesied in regards to Japheth that one day his seed would dwell in the tents of Shem.  God has always wished for his people to be 
involved in world missions. 
God will one day solve the language problem. 
Isaiah 43:1-7  But now, thus says the Lord, your creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 
Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk  through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the 
flame burn you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba  in your place. Since you are precious in My 
sight, since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, 'Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from the 
ends of the earth, everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, whom I have formed even whom I have made"  
Isaiah 19:18 In that day five cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD Almighty. One of them will be called the City of Destruction. 
Zephaniah 3:8-9   "Therefore, wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather na tions, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out 
on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal.  "For then I will gi ve to the peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on 
the name of the LORD, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder. 
Christ proclaimed in the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
Pentecost, in Acts 2, is a reversal of the Babel curse. 
As the confounding of tongues divided the children of men and scattered them abroad, so the gift of tongues, bestowed upon the apostles (Acts ii.), contributed greatly to the 
gathering together of the children of God, who were scattered abroad, and the uniting of them in Christ, that with one mind and one mouth they might glorify God, Rom. xv. 6. 
Words from John Piper: [God] was restraining evil by preserving diversity that would function as check and balance in the human craving for power and fame and wealth. But in the 
same act of judgment he was preserving and increasing the diversity that would become the many-colored mosaic of redemption. Evil would be deflected by diversity in language 
and culture; and the glory of Christ would be reflected by the diversity in language and culture. "Let the peoples praise you , O God, let all the peoples praise you" (Psalm 67:3). All 
the languages, all the cultures, all the colors – let them all praise you. For you will shine all the more brightly in our eyes when we see you reflected and praised by all th e peoples! 
God will one day solve the city problem. 
Mark 10:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or  fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields-- and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.  
Revelation 21:24-27 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its ga tes ever be shut, for there will be no night 
there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
God has his answer for Nimrod. 
A universal monarch, Lord of all, and King of kings; the man Christ Jesus who will not give his glory to another. 
God, in the case of Babel, did not come down merely as a spectator, but as a judge and prince.  In the same manner, he will come and visit Babylon. 
The children of men were now finally scattered, and never did, nor ever will, come all together again, till the great day, when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, 
and all nations shall be gathered before him, Matt. xxv. 31, 32 
The destruction of God in regards to your tower may be of great benefit to you.   
Good for the PTL Club 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Ac+2:1-13
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Ro+15:6
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Mt+25:31,32


Good for Nebuchadnezzar 
Daniel 4:30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?" 
What a terrible thing it will be for God to allow you to finish building your tower, and making your name great, only to get to the end of life and realize it was vanity, all vanity. 

APPENDIX: BABEL THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE 
The Tale of Two Seeds 
Throughout our studies in Genesis, we have been seeing that there are two seeds which dwell among the earth – that of the serpent and those people of God.  We see Cain 
following the serpent while Seth is the father of Christ.  We see Ham as a child of the serpent, while Shem is the blessed fa ther of Christ.  And later in our studies we will see that 
special election and care is provided to Abram, but not Nahor and Haran.  Special election and care is given to Ishmael but not Isaac; Esau but not Jacob; Israel but not Egypt; and 
on and on  and on it goes. 
So what do people do when they are not elect?  What do natural men do?  What fills their time?  Where do they place their efforts?  Genesis gives us the answer – cursed men 
focus on building earthly cities and empires. 
Let’s back up to Genesis four and look together at the story of Cain.    Genesis 4:16 -17 So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. Cain 
lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch.    Cain leaves the place of God, and is 
characterized by Holy Scripture as one who immediately builds cities. 
Then in chapter ten, Moses draws attention to another child of the serpent, Nimrod.  Four characteristics of Nimrod are evident.   
Nimrod is simply a picture of the spirit of Antichrist that continues to bounce throughout the Scriptures.  One of the titles given to the Antichrist is found in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 – he is 
called the “lawless” one.  And so Nimrod is the first in a long line of God-haters who seek to establish his kingdom in the face of God. 
But let’s not lose our focus.  Cain, when he left the presence of God, went quickly to the job of city-building.  Nimrod, a man who rebelled against God, is best characterized by city-
building.  And now that brings us to Genesis 11, the story of a people who are captivated by the building of a city with a grand tower within. 
And here we find ourselves and our culture.  We act in precisely the same manner.  We think on our own, setting our own goals .  We then build a consensus and encourage others 
to embark upon our desired route.  We work, labor and make incredible sacrifice to accomplish our goals only to ultimately fail in the end because we done all this “in the face of 
God.” 
Babel 
Sodom 
Babylon … 
Nineveh 
Rome 
United States 
United Nations 
Babylon of Revelation 17-18, 21 
Revelation 18:1-5 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: 
"Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 3 For all the nations have 
drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries." 4 Then I 
heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will no t receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up 
to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 
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	I.  We are rebels following a rebel
	Nimrod is a rebel, and he has had great help in becoming such. As a descendent of Adam and Eve, he is one who is cursed with a sin nature. He is a recipient of original sin from the original patriarch. Because of Adam’s sin, Nimrod is declared a sinne...
	As a descendent of Ham, he is doubly cursed. He is of the rebellious and shameful branch of Noah’s family. He is a descendent of the one who saw his father in a drunken and deplorable condition, and enjoyed abusing or making light of him. He is a desc...
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	Like Nimrod, we are influenced by our flesh.
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	Like Nimrod, we are influenced by our world.
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	II.  We are rebels before the face of God enjoying God’s common grace
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	With great anger God sees the transgressions of Noah’s neighbors.
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	God graces Nimrod with skills and ability. Whether a killer of man or beast, Nimrod is one excellent with sword, spear, bow, slingshot or rocks. He is able to provide well for himself and his family.
	Nimrod enjoys community. He lives in unity with a group of people who speak the same language and desire the same ends. His clan dwells together in relative peace; they communicate well.
	God has graced Nimrod with societal advancement. His people have made technological advancements in building materials. They have few stones in their land, but they have learned to construct buildings out of sand and tar. Together they seek to build a...
	God has graced Nimrod with fame, notoriety, popularity and a position of leadership. He is known as a mighty man. He is the stuff of legends; proverbs are written and people talk about him. (Gen. 10:8-10; 1 Chron. 1:10)
	Finally, Nimrod is a king.  It appears that four cities are subject to him. It is hard to ascertain whether he founded these cities or conquered them, but either way Nimrod was monarch of sorts. It is here in chapter ten that “kingdom” is first used. ...
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	While Nimrod lives in rebellion against God, he recognizes the need to pacify God. Therefore, in an effort to minimize harm and keep a good thing going, Nimrod practices his religion. He and his people, in addition to building a great brick city, will...
	Nimrod and the Babylonians are spiritually minded; they are considering the existence of the supernatural.
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	Like Nimrod, we spend time.
	Like Nimrod, we spend money.
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	IV.  We are rebels who are often sincerely wrong in our serious religion
	The Lord is still watching, and he is displeased. We see this in the title used of the Babylonians; they are called the “children of man.” His displeasure is also seen in his response. He shows more common grace by stopping their man-made religion in ...
	The Lord humbles them, and they leave behind them a legacy of confusion. They leave behind them a legacy of failure – an uncompleted tower. Their monument of pride became a monument of vanity, failed ambition and folly. Psalm 34: 16,"The face of the L...
	A.  We practice our relgion with the wrong motive
	Notice their motivation. They worship for the wrong reason. They should cherish the name of God, for God cherishes his own name. Men ought never take it in vain. However, Nimrod and the Babylonians cherish their own name. They worship to glorify thems...
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we love ourselves.
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to make our name great tomorrow.
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to guard our health, wealth and prosperity.
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we want to make our name great today.
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we are forced to worship.

	B.  We practice our religion in the wrong way
	However, when one more closely examines their religious practice, one finds them lacking. They worship in the wrong way. They wish to practice their religion and build their temple according to their plan. Good worship is God designed. God knows how h...
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we disobey God’s worship regulations.
	Like Nimrod and those in Babel, we write our own.


	Material from a former study
	Everyone speaks the same language (which one?)
	People seem to be moving from the east to the west
	Moses writes of Babel – the descendents of Ham and Nimrod – the Canaanites – Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the LORD (chapter 10)
	Canaanites desire to build a house of worship
	Canaanites desire to build a house of worship for their name
	Canaanites desire to build a house of worship for their prosperity
	Canaanites are being watched by the LORD – and others (vs. 7)
	Canaanites are being called children of man
	Canaanites are disciplined and dispersed by the LORD
	This place is now called “Babel” or “Confusion”
	Focus now shifts to the Shemites – the first blessed by God
	This will lead us to Abram and Sarai
	There is a chorus that we sing that sums up today’s message.  For many of us, it has been a part of our repertoire since our elementary years.  It is entitled, “The wise man built his house upon the rock.”  It describes two ambitious people, two dilig...
	We are going to study a group of people who set about a grand task, only to find that they built upon shifting sands.
	My prayer is that you will leave this morning remembering that one is to pursue the spiritual and eternal rather than the temporal and temporary.
	Those who pursue the earthly will one day look upon their labors as the man looking at his house drifting away in rubble.  Those who pursue the spiritual will one day look upon their labors with great joy and satisfaction.
	In chapters ten through 11, we have the general genealogy of the nations given to us by Moses.  Moses’ goal is to lead us to Abraham, and in the process, he gives us an overall outline of the nations.
	However, in the genealogy, there are two excurses that Moses takes us on.  In your bibles, you could do what I have done and place parenthesis around verses 8-12 of chapter ten, and verses 11-9 of chapter eleven.  In both of these places, the genealog...
	So let’s analyze what Moses emphasizes.
	Genesis 10:8 Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, "Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD." 10 The first centers of his kingdom were Babylo...
	Genesis 11:1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of s...
	Genesis 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a bless...
	The Tale of Two Seeds
	Throughout our studies in Genesis, we have been seeing that there are two seeds which dwell among the earth – that of the serpent and those people of God.  We see Cain following the serpent while Seth is the father of Christ.  We see Ham as a child of...
	So what do people do when they are not elect?  What do natural men do?  What fills their time?  Where do they place their efforts?  Genesis gives us the answer – cursed men focus on building earthly cities and empires.
	Let’s back up to Genesis four and look together at the story of Cain.    Genesis 4:16-17 So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cai...
	Then in chapter ten, Moses draws attention to another child of the serpent, Nimrod.  Four characteristics of Nimrod are evident.
	1.  Nimrod is a mighty man.  The word “mighty” or “gibbor” in the Hebrew is used three times in verses 8-9.  Later, in 1 Chronicles 1:10, the prophet there describes Nimrod in exactly the same terms.  Nimrod was a mighty man.
	2.  Nimrod was a violent man.  Moses describes him as a hunter.  However, most commentators agree that this is language that describes him as a hunter of men.  So Nimrod was a mighty warrior.
	3. Nimrod was a monarch.  It appears that four cities were subject to him.  However, from the text, it is hard to ascertain whether he founded these cities or conquered them.  But either way, Nimrod was a city-builder par excellent.  We see here in ch...
	4.  Nimrod was proud and arrogant.  All that he did, he did it “before the Lord.”  Or if we were writing this in our current day vernacular, we might say, “in His face.”  Moses is characterizing Nimrod as a might warrior, who did all his deeds directl...
	By the way, Nimrod is simply a picture of the spirit of Antichrist that continues to bounce throughout the Scriptures.  One of the titles given to the Antichrist is found in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 – he is called the “lawless” one.  And so Nimrod is the f...
	But let’s not lose our focus.  Cain, when he left the presence of God, went quickly to the job of city-building.  Nimrod, a man who rebelled against God, is best characterized by city-building.  And now that brings us to Genesis 11, the story of a peo...
	And here we find ourselves and our culture.  We act in precisely the same manner.  We think on our own, setting our own goals.  We then build a consensus and encourage others to embark upon our desired route.  We work, labor and make incredible sacrif...
	I.  Cursed Men Think
	Babel’s problems began with their thinking.
	All actions proceed from our thinking.  You are here today because you think it matters.  Some are not here today because they think something else matters most.  You obey God because you think He cares, watches, rewards and disciplines.  Others do no...
	So what were the citizens of Babel thinking?  Why were the building the city and the famed tower?
	Well we know that it was not correct due to the response from God.  God honors those who honor and pursue Him, and he destroys those whose plans are not in accordance with His will.
	Here’s why they embarked upon this great building campaign.
	1.  They did not wish to be scattered over the face of the earth.  (11:4)
	God desired that they scatter and fill the earth.  He had expressly told them to do so in Genesis 9:1.  But they for some reason felt no obligation to obey the command of God.
	And so, you and I are like the early Babylonians.  We think of God’s law as a suggestion.  We think of God’s precepts as options for living.  We think His standards to be cruel, harsh, and too old-fashioned, and so we think we can simply ignore them w...
	2.  They wished to make a paradise on earth.
	Ever since men were cast out of the garden, they have been seeking to make a garden of wherever they are.  They were striving for peace.  They were attempting to recreate an earthly paradise.
	3.  They wished to approach God on their own terms.
	Some commentators see in the building of this tower a stage being created for worship.  They thought they could create their own religion.
	According to Boice, astrology originated in Babylon.
	When people reject the true God, they always make a god of something else.
	4.  They wished to make a name for themselves.
	So they built a tower.
	They were seeking to make a name for themselves.  They were seeking to glorify and deify humanity.
	God abhors those who seek to make a name for themselves.
	And when it comes to making a name for ourselves, we are fiercely ambitious in this regard also.  We need to be the best in everything we do, and we need everyone to recognize this.  We glory in our intellect or our pocket book.  Some seek to deify th...
	Such a useless quest.  Who is Harriet Gimmell?  Who is Donald Ross?  Who is Harold Kaplan?  Who is Dwire?  Who is Kravat?  Some day, men will say, Who was Kobe?   Who is Trump?  Who is Gates?   Who is _______________.
	Ever since Adam would not be restrained from the forbidden tree, his unsanctified seed have been impatient of restraint and ready to rebel against it.  (Striving to honor self and make a name for oneself)  (Pride of Life)
	II.  Cursed Men Encourage
	In the original language, there are two “go to’s”
	Genesis 11:3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we ...
	“Then they said” carries the idea that they rallied support for their cause.
	They mutually exhorted each other.
	We see here an invitation – come, don’t be left behind, be a part of the action.
	Let us learn to provoke one another to love and to good works, as sinners stir up and encourage one another to wicked works. See Ps. cxxii. 1; Isa. ii. 3, 5; Jer. l. 5.
	III.  Cursed Men Labor
	Genesis 11:3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.
	It took very hard work for them to construct this tower.  They had great ambition.
	They persisted in spite of not having proper materials readily available.
	Difficulty often deters us from necessary works; but these men, when they had neither stones nor mortar, they do not quit.
	We work so hard towards that which we should not, and we quit so easily in that which we should continue.
	They make their own bricks because they do not have stones.
	They use tar for mortar.
	It is sad when men work so diligently and faithfully towards a wrong goal.
	Once again, God is under no obligation to accept our works or efforts simply because we tried hard and did the best we could.
	Let us guard our ambitions and our motives in building this church.  Are we making a name for ourselves, or are we simply sold out for the honor and glory of the Lord?
	Psalm 127:1-2  Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.  In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-- for he grants sleep to those he l...
	Cursed Men Progress
	The Lord allowed them to have some measure of success.
	The foolish man built his house upon the sand.  He finished the job.  But he didn’t finish well.
	God has wise and holy ends in permitting the enemies of his glory to carry on their impious projects a great way, and to prosper long in their enterprises.
	When they had, with much care and toil, made some considerable progress in their building, then God determined to break their measures and disperse them.
	Cursed Men Fail  (How Does God Respond?)
	God sees.
	Genesis 11:5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.
	God frowns.
	We know this from the punishment that follows.
	God is not displeased simply because they are seeking to build a tall building.  God is not against the concept of Skyscrapers … although the Scripture does teach “low I am with you always.”
	God is displeased that these men are seeking to erect a monument that is designed to glorify mankind.
	God responds.
	Genesis 11:6-7 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  Come [go to], let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each ...
	God responds with such ease.  God easily frustrates and disperses them at will.
	What is a big deal to man, is nothing to God.
	I will not use many instruments, I will only blow upon them, and they, through the confusion of tongues, shall be contemptibly scattered.
	God humiliates.
	Genesis 11:9 That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
	These wise, motivated, self-made men can no longer even communicate with one another.
	The Lord made a name for them.  He names their city, “babel”, which means confused.
	It is interesting that they indeed did make a name for themselves.  However, it was not the name that they had wished for.
	They leave behind them a legacy of confusion
	They leave behind them a legacy of failure – an uncompleted tower.
	Their monument of pride became a monument of vanity, failed ambition and folly.
	Psalm 34: 16,"The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth."
	He sits in heaven, and laughs at the counsels of the kings of the earth against him and his anointed; and will force them to confess that there is no wisdom nor counsel against the Lord, Prov. xxi. 30; Isa. viii. 9, 10.
	God wins.
	Genesis 11:8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.
	As Calvin says, they are branded with eternal disgrace.  They gain a name, but not such as they would have chosen.
	Cursed Men Never Learn
	Babel
	Became used throughout scripture to represent the rebellion of the world against God.
	Sodom
	Another great city built and then destroyed.
	Babylon …
	Babel, “confusion” became known as “gate of God.”
	Nineveh
	Rulers of the ancient near east, feared by all, defeated by God and it is no more.
	Rome
	Rulers of the known world, makers of peace, prosperious beyond our imaginations, it has come and gone.
	United States
	Just as the US laid waste the government of Iraq, so we are just one gentle breeze away from destruction ourselves.
	New York power outage
	United Nations
	Satan (Antichrist)
	Babylon of Revelation 17-18, 21
	Revelation 18:1-5 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons a...
	Conclusion: Abraham in Contrast
	Two Important Questions
	1) What is God's goal in creating and governing the world?
	2) How can I bring my life into alignment with that goal?
	He leaves the crowds – including his own family.
	This reminds us of Jesus’ command that one must be willing to leave father, mother, sister or brother.
	Abraham must leave the known for the unknown.
	He wanders, building no city.
	According to Palmer Robertson, God never allowed Abraham to settle down.  At the end of his life, he possessed only the burial ground which he had acquired for Sarah.
	All throughout Genesis, we see that Abraham was a man of tents.  (Genesis 12:8; 13:3; 18:1-9)
	Listen to Stephen’s description of Abraham     Acts 7:5 He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But God promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child.
	Listen to the writer of Hebrews     Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his home in the promised l...
	He is submissive to God’s glory
	Babel said, we will make our name great.     God said to Abraham, I will make your name great.
	He lives by faith, not by sight.
	Abraham must find his reward in what he cannot see.
	There is truth in the old hymn:  This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through.  My treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me from Heavens golden shore and I can’t find my home in this world anymore.
	He and his family are blessed  (The Final Story)
	God will one day solve the scatter problem.
	Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
	God never lost interest in the nations.  He prophesied in regards to Japheth that one day his seed would dwell in the tents of Shem.  God has always wished for his people to be involved in world missions.
	God will one day solve the language problem.
	Isaiah 43:1-7  But now, thus says the Lord, your creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the r...
	Isaiah 19:18 In that day five cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD Almighty. One of them will be called the City of Destruction.
	Zephaniah 3:8-9   "Therefore, wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be...
	Christ proclaimed in the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”
	Pentecost, in Acts 2, is a reversal of the Babel curse.
	As the confounding of tongues divided the children of men and scattered them abroad, so the gift of tongues, bestowed upon the apostles (Acts ii.), contributed greatly to the gathering together of the children of God, who were scattered abroad, and th...
	Words from John Piper: [God] was restraining evil by preserving diversity that would function as check and balance in the human craving for power and fame and wealth. But in the same act of judgment he was preserving and increasing the diversity that ...
	God will one day solve the city problem.
	Mark 10:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, si...
	Revelation 3:12-13 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my G...
	Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
	What a difference there is between men's building and God's; when men build their Babel, brick and slime are their best materials; but, when God builds his Jerusalem, he lays even the foundations of it with sapphires, and all its borders with pleasant...
	Revelation 21:24-27 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought int...
	God has his answer for Nimrod.
	A universal monarch, Lord of all, and King of kings; the man Christ Jesus who will not give his glory to another.
	God, in the case of Babel, did not come down merely as a spectator, but as a judge and prince.  In the same manner, he will come and visit Babylon.
	The children of men were now finally scattered, and never did, nor ever will, come all together again, till the great day, when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, and all nations shall be gathered before him, Matt. xxv. 31, 32
	The destruction of God in regards to your tower may be of great benefit to you.
	Good for the PTL Club
	Good for Nebuchadnezzar
	Daniel 4:30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?"
	What a terrible thing it will be for God to allow you to finish building your tower, and making your name great, only to get to the end of life and realize it was vanity, all vanity.

	Conclusion
	A.  Recognize the Prophet, Priest and King
	Christ is the prophet who tells us that which is right.
	Christ is the priest who sacrifices himself.
	Christ is the king who deserves our worship.

	B.  Repent
	Repent of rebellion.
	Repent of improper worship.

	C.  Practice our religion with the proper motive
	Christ’s name.
	Christ’s will.

	D.  Practice our relgion in the proper manner
	Christ’s manner.
	Gather locally.
	Plural leaders.
	Talking to God.
	Hearing from God.
	Bathing with God.
	Dining with God.
	Large groups.
	Small groups.
	Deacon led compassion.
	Getting out; spreading out.

	E.  Lust for Abraham’s city
	Abraham in Contrast
	He leaves the crowds – including his own family.
	This reminds us of Jesus’ command that one must be willing to leave father, mother, sister or brother.
	All throughout Genesis, we see that Abraham was a man of tents.  (Genesis 12:8; 13:3; 18:1-9)
	Listen to Stephen’s description of Abraham     Acts 7:5 He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But God promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the land, even though at that time Abraham had no child.
	Listen to the writer of Hebrews     Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his home in the promised l...
	Babel said, we will make our name great.     God said to Abraham, I will make your name great.
	There is truth in the old hymn:  This world is not my home, I’m just a passing through.  My treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me from Heavens golden shore and I can’t find my home in this world anymore.
	Revelation 3:12-13 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my G...
	Revelation 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
	What a difference there is between men's building and God's; when men build their Babel, brick and slime are their best materials; but, when God builds his Jerusalem, he lays even the foundations of it with sapphires, and all its borders with pleasant...


	Benediction
	Romans 15:5–6     May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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