
INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS 

INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew title is “Bereshit” which means “beginning.” 

Greek title is “Genesis” which means “origin.” 

Revelation passed down in oral and written form from various patriarchs. 

Revelation passed on from God to Moses at Mt. Sinai and other places. 

Compiled originally by Moses around 1450 BC. 

Part of the Pentateuch or Torah. (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 

Original reading audience was Israel. 

Ultimate reading audience was all the nations of the ear for the Israelites. 

Covers the years from Creation through the death of Joseph in 1800 BC. (Interesting fact: Genesis covers more time than the 
remaining books of the Bible combined.) 

Genesis is historical narrative; historical narrative is continues through the book of 2 Kings. 

Genesis is historical narrative presented through various literary styles. (I.e. Genesis 1 and 2) 

Genesis is one of the four most referred books in the NT. (Genesis , Deuteronomy, Psalms, Isaiah) 

Genesis is the book of beginnings: Universe, Life, Man, Paradise, Work, Marriage, Law, Evil, Sin, Judgment, Curse, Common 
Grace, Cities, Cultures, Saving Grace, Worship 

OUTLINE 
Genesis 1-11 God and the Human Race 

Genesis 12-50 God and the Chosen Race 

12-25 The Story of Abraham 

26-36 The Story of Isaac 

37-50 The Story of Jacob and his Sons 
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